Chapters 2-5 Ecology and the Environment

· Define Ecology

· Know how to track a population (count or estimate)

· Know which type of tag to use on organisms (leg band, ear tag…..)

· Differentiate between biotic and abiotic factors. Can you list some examples of each?

· Know how food webs and food chains work.  Be able to read them.

· Know the niches (roles) of organisms in their community (producer, decomposer, consumer)

· Know the difference between primary and secondary consumers

· Know the words herbivore, carnivore and omnivore.

· Explain ways humans both hurt and help the environment 

· Recognize that Autotrophs are the most important living things on the planet – they harness the sun’s energy and give that energy to every other living thing

· Recognize that in communities, things are cycled through the environment

· Know these relationships: mutualism, commensalism, predator/prey, predation

· What does carrying capacity mean?  What happens when the number of animals goes above the carrying capacity?

