TRACKING POPULATIONS

1. Count them – if population is small and/or non-mobile

2. Estimation – can count a certain number of species in a place over time and use mathematics to estimate the “true” size of the population

If you are using estimation, here are some ways to keep track of populations:

1. For plants and insects – can create a 1m2 device and throw it into a field.  Count the number of species in the device and then multiply that population size by the size of the field.  (if there are 50 dandelions in 1m2 and the size of the field is 100m2, then the estimated # of dandelions in the entire field is ______________)

2. Ribbons or tags – also used on plants (especially trees) to identify 

and track them

3. Leg bands – have numbers on them to identify and track each animal

4. Ear tags - have numbers on them to identify and track each animal

5.  Radiotransmitters and GPS units – use radio frequencies or satellites 


to track animals

*The number of animals in a population is usually estimated by tracking, tagging, and releasing animals over a period of time.  This is why the bands and tags are so important to ecologists.  You can’t catch ‘em if you can’t find ‘em!

