VIRAL COMPOSITION

Viruses are made of nucleocapsids:

“Nucleo” means genetic material i.e. DNA or RNA

“Capsid” means the protein coat that surrounds the genetic material

*Some viruses also have fatty envelopes that surround the capsid.

The capsid gives a virus its shape:

1. Helical – rod shaped 

2. Icosahedral – 20 sided, looks spherical (
3. Complex – have additional parts and interesting shapes.  One common example of a complex virus is a bacteriophage.  These viruses attack and kill bacteria.

