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Forensic dentists or odontologists examine the teeth of corpses for
identification purposes or make casts of human bite marks in foods -
sometimes in people - to match the bite with the biter.

Balhsthies

From the Roman ballista, a sort of heavy-duty slingshot, ballistics began as
the study of the flight paths of projectiles. By extension, ballistics experts
are now experts in the study of everything to do with firearms.

Forensic chemists specialize in analyzing such things as tiny chips of paint to
determine the color and manufacturer, as well as determining the identity
of minuscule amounts of drugs, dyes, and other chemicals and random
unidentified particles.

“eol

Forensic geologists can determine such things as where the suspect or
victim walked by examining soil samples taken from their shoes or feet.

Forensic anthropologists can, from examining a pile of bones, supply a
surprising amount of detail about what the person looked like.

Artists

Forensic artists can draw a likeness of a person based solely on eyewitness
descriptions.

Their training and expertise is as important as that of the forensic
specialists. Forensic sculptors can reconstruct faces, usually in modeling
clay or on a computer. :
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Forensic psychologists or psychiatrists may be called on to evaluate a
murder scene to suggest a possible psychological profile of the killer. The
FBI has done much work in developing such profiles of serial killers and will
often send one of its experts to assist the local police.
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Dactyloscopy, the scientific study of fingerprints, was first developed nearly
a hundred years ago to identify convicts. When law enforcers realized that
fingerprints are also left behind on all manner of surfaces, the use was
extended to catching criminals as well. With some recent additions to the
original bag of tricks, dactyloscopy is still an important weapon in the crime
stopper’s arsenal.

A crime scene must be photographed from every angle to clearly show every
detail, with emphasis on accurately recording the size and distance of
objects. The crime scene photographer, whose work often involves the use
of specialized cameras and film, may also be trained in fingerprint lifting
and analysis, and may be called the Identification Officer or Identxﬁcatlon

Technician.

Forensic pathologists, employed by the office of the medical examiner,
determine the time and cause of death in cases of suspected homicide or
suicide. The medical examiner’s office is also often responsible for local
public health issues such as investigating suspected cases of plague or other
highly dangerous infectious diseases. Other medical specialties that may
aid in criminal investigation are:

Forensic serology is the study of blood groups, blood, and other bodily fluids
for identification purposes following a crime. Forensic serologists are also
on the forefront of the new techniques of DNA fingerprinting, which offer
the possibility of positive identification of an individual by

any availabte body cells.
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