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INTRODUCTION

“There is nothing that can’t be done if it’s fundamentally reasonable”.
[Nicholas Winton]

This documentary film tells the story of one of the greatest humanitarians of our time.

Nicholas Winton, together with his team (his mother, a secretary, and other concerned

individuals) managed to save 669 endangered children, most of them Jewish, from

almost certain death at the hands of the Nazis and Nazi collaborators. Convinced that

the war was imminent, Winton organized eight rescue missions in 1939 that took chil-

dren from Prague, the capital of the former Czechoslovakia and the city soon to be

occupied by the Nazis, to Great Britain. There they were placed with families, stayed

in hostels, placed on farms, or even were placed in boarding schools (very few went

to boarding schools). The final train, carrying 250 children, was scheduled to leave

September 1, 1939, but never did. Hitler’s troops invaded Poland that same day and

the borders were closed. Two days later, Britain

and France declared war on Germany. None of

the children who were to have been on that final

train were ever seen again. 

For almost 50 years, Winton told no one about

his rescue efforts. In late 1987, Winton’s wife,

Grete, discovered papers in their attic related to

his prewar activities. It was only then that the

remarkable story emerged about the rescue

operation that saved 669 lives. The Wintons

shared their story with Dr. Elisabeth Maxwell, a Holocaust scholar and the wife of the

British newspaper magnate, the late Robert Maxwell. In February 1988, Dr. Maxwell

published Winton’s story in the Sunday Mirror, which was featured that same night on

the BBC program, That’s Life. As a result, Winton was reunited with many of the “chil-

dren” he saved. 
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Vera Gissing, a rescued child, has written

her memoirs in Pearls of Childhood

(Robson Books Ltd., 1988).  She tells the

story of her rescue and growing up 

in Britain, her adopted land. Gissing

extensively researched and later 

collaborated with Winton and author

Muriel Emanuel on the book Nicholas

Winton and the Rescued Generation

(Vallentine Mitchell, 2002).  Both books

are excellent sources of information.

Upon reading Vera Gissing’s memoirs in 1997, Czech filmmaker Matej Mináč shot a

feature film, All My Loved Ones, in which Winton appeared at the end. This small 

exposure of Winton was so effective that it encouraged Mináã to make a documentary

film of Winton’s life  – Nicholas Winton – The Power of Good, which won the

International Emmy Award in 2002. Mináč and executive producer Martina Štolbová

visited many film archives and museums throughout the world and, with the help of

Gissing, uncovered new and unique material on the rescue.

This guide includes several types of

information about the documentary. In

addition to a summary of the story there

is a timeline to link Hitler’s rise to power

with Winton’s rescue activities. A study

guide for use after watching the film

(appropriate for middle school and high

school students) is included, as is the

series of questions related to the film

and the larger issues it raises.

The study guide also includes many primary source documents. First, there are letters

written by Nicholas Winton and government officials that express the sense of urgency

Winton had faced, along with the bureaucracy and lack of interest that existed within

the United States government for such an effort. With regard to the British government,
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the House office was a bit slow, but allowed the children in eventually.  They took in

10,000 German children as well as those 669 children that Winton saved, and ended

up being a great help to Winton.  Secondly, there are pages from Winton’s scrapbook,

which include photos of the rescued children and some of the letters Winton received

from grateful parents. These documents are easily interpreted and will give students

an indication of the challenge Winton faced. Finally, there are several new additions

that look at Nicholas Winton’s actions in retrospect.

Most of the 15,000 Jewish children who

remained in Czechoslovakia after 1939

perished in the camps. From the 669

children that Winton and his team

saved, there are more than 5,000 of

their descendents living around the

world today.

Winton’s story is a great inspiration for

all generations. It shows that whenever

there is a will, there is a way to help.  As

Joe Schlesinger, narrator of Nicholas Winton – The Power of Good mentions, one of

the most intriguing questions of the whole story is: what inspired Winton to act as he

did?  What is outstanding about Winton is that he had the foresight, the drive, compas-

sion and organizing ability; and he could never resist a challenge!  There are many oth-

ers who did risk their lives.  As he insists, Winton was not one of them! Why did he take

on the enormous, life-saving task of organizing the exodus of children in danger, while

most people stood by and did nothing?  Instead, Winton could have offered to help in

some small way, and then just left.  This “mystery” might be answered by an excerpt

from one of his letters, dated May 1939:

“But there is a difference between passive goodness and active
goodness, which is, in my opinion, the giving of one’s time and ener-
gy in the alleviation of pain and suffering. It entails going out, finding
and helping those in suffering and danger, and not merely in leading
an exemplary life, in a purely passive way of doing no wrong.”

— Nicholas Winton
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THE STORY

In December 1938, Nicholas Winton, 

a 29-year-old London stockbroker, was

due to leave for a skiing holiday in

Switzerland, when he received a phone

call from his friend Martin Blake asking him

to cancel his holiday and immediately

come to Prague: “I have a most interesting

assignment and I need your help. Don’t

bother bringing your skis.”  When Winton

arrived, he was asked to help in the

camps, in which thousands of refugees

were living in appalling conditions.

In October 1938, after the ill-fated Munich

Agreement between Germany and the Western

European powers, the Nazis annexed a large part

of western Czechoslovakia, the Sudetenland.

Winton was convinced that the German 

occupation of the rest of the country would soon

follow. To him and many others, the outbreak of

war seemed inevitable. The news of Kristallnacht,

the bloody pogrom (violent attack) against German

and Austrian Jews on the nights of November 

9 and 10, 1938, had reached Prague. Winton

decided to take steps.

MUNICH AGREEMENT
The Munich Conference was 
held September 29 - 30, 1938, 
following Hitler’s demand to annex
the Sudetenland, a region in
Czechoslovakia populated largely
by ethnic Germans. The resulting
crisis led Britain and France, who
had adapted a policy of appease-
ment, to pressure Czechoslovakia
to accede1 to Hitler’s demands.
No Czech representative was
present at the conference, and the
agreement led to the destruction of
the Czech state.  Following the
conference, Winston Churchill
warned: “Do not suppose that 
this is the end. This is only the
beginning of the reckoning.”

1 accede – become party to an agreement
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“I found out that the children of refugees and other groups of people who were
enemies of Hitler weren’t being looked after. I decided to try to get permits to
Britain for them. I found out that the conditions which were laid down for bring-
ing in a child were chiefly that you had a family that was willing and able to
look after the child, and £50, which was quite a large sum of money in those
days, that was to deposit at the Home Office. The situation was heartbreak-
ing. Many of the refugees hadn’t the price of a meal. Some of the mothers
tried desperately to get money to buy food for themselves and their children.
The parents desperately wanted at least to get their children to safety when
they couldn’t manage to get visas for the whole family. I began to realize what
suffering there is when armies start to march.” 

In terms of his mission, Winton was not thinking in small numbers, but of thousands of

children. He was ready to start a mass evacuation. 

“Everybody in Prague said, ‘Look, there is no organization in Prague to deal
with refugee children, nobody will let the children go on their own, but if you

want to have a go, have a go.’ And I
think there is nothing that can’t be done
if it is fundamentally reasonable.” 

Independently of Operation Kindertransport

(see side bar), Nicholas Winton set up his

own rescue operation, and appointed

Trevor Chadwick and Bill Barazetti to look

after the Prague end after his departure to

England.  At first, Winton’s office was a din-

ing room table at his hotel in Wenceslas

Square in Prague. Anxious parents, who

gradually came to understand the danger

they and their children were in, came to

Winton and placed the future of their chil-

dren into his hands. Soon, an office was set

up on Vorsilska Street, under the charge of

Chadwick. Thousands of parents heard

about this unique endeavor and hundreds of

OPERATION KINDERTRANSPORT
On December 2, 1938, Jewish and
Christian agencies began rescuing German
and Austrian Jewish children on
Kindertransport (children’s transports). The
“Refugee Children’s Movement,” a group
under the auspices of the Central British
Fund for World Jewish Relief, urged con-
cerned Christians and Jews to support
“Operation Kindertransport.” An extensive
fund-raising effort was organized and the
British public responded generously, raising
half a million British pounds in six months.
A large portion of this money was used to
care for the children who were rescued.
Between December 1938 and May 1940,
almost 10,000 children (infants to
teenagers) were rescued and given shelter
at farms, hostels, camps, and in private
homes in Britain. However, this effort did
not include the children of Czechoslovakia;
and this is why the work of Nicholas Winton
was so vital.
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them lined up in front of the new office, drawing the attention of the Gestapo. Winton’s

office distributed questionnaires and registered the children. Many further requests for

help came from Slovakia, a region east of Prague. 

Winton contacted the governments of

nations he thought could take in the children.

Only Sweden and his own government said

yes. Great Britain promised to accept chil-

dren under the age of 18 as long as he found

homes and guarantors who could deposit

£50 for each child to pay for their return

home.

Because he wanted to save the lives of as

many of the endangered children as possi-

ble, Winton returned to London and planned

the transport of children to Great Britain. He worked at his regular job on the Stock

Exchange by day, and then devoted late afternoons and evenings to his rescue efforts,

often working far into the night. He made up an organization, calling it “The British

Committee for Refugees from Czechoslovakia, Children’s Section.” The committee

consisted of himself, his mother, his secretary and a few volunteers.

Winton had to find funds to use for repatria-

tion costs, and a foster home for each child.

He also had to raise money to pay for the

transports when the children’s parents could

not cover the costs. He advertised in British

newspapers, on radio, in churches and syn-

agogues. He printed groups of children’s

photographs and sent them all over Britain.

He felt certain that seeing the children’s

photos would convince potential sponsors

and foster families to offer assistance. Finding sponsors was only one of the endless

problems in obtaining the necessary documents from German and British authorities.
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“Officials at the Home Office worked very slowly with the entry visas. We went
to them urgently asking for permits, only to be told languidly, ‘Why rush, old
boy? Nothing will happen in Europe.’ This was a few months before the war
broke out. So we forged the Home Office entry permits.” 2

On March 14, 1939, Winton had his first 

success: the first transport of children left Prague

for Britain by airplane. Winton managed to organ-

ize seven more transports that departed from

Prague’s Wilson Railway Station. The groups

then crossed the English Channel by boat and

finally ended their journey at London’s Liverpool

Street Station, where British foster parents were

waiting to collect their charges. Winton, who

organized their rescue, was set on matching the right child to the right foster parents.

The last trainload of the young refugees left on August 2, 1939, bringing the total of

rescued children to 669. It is impossible to imagine the emotions of parents sending

their children to safety, knowing they may never be reunited, and impossible to imag-

ine the fears of the children leaving the lives they knew and their loved ones for the

unknown.

September 1, 1939 was to be the biggest

transport of children, but on that day, Hitler

invaded Poland and all borders controlled by

Germany were closed.  This put an end to

Winton’s rescue efforts. Winton has said

many times that the vision that haunts him

most to this day is the picture of hundreds of

children waiting eagerly at Wilson Station in

Prague for that last aborted transport.

“Within hours of the announcement, the train disappeared.  None of the 250 children

aboard was seen again. We had 250 families waiting at Liverpool Street that day in

vain. If the train had been a day earlier, it would have come through. Not a single one

of those children was heard of again, which is an awful feeling.” 

2 Although some of the children left Prague with forged documents, Barazetti would meet the group in
Holland with the necessary legal documents before they entered England.
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The significance of Winton’s mission is verified

by the fate of that last trainload of children.

Moreover, most of the parents and siblings of

the children Winton saved perished in the

Holocaust. 

After the war, Nicholas Winton didn’t tell 

anyone, not even his wife Grete about his

wartime rescue efforts. In 1988, half a century

later, Grete found a scrapbook from 1939 in

their attic, with all the children’s photos, a complete list of names, a few letters from 

parents of the children to Winton and other documents. She finally learned the whole

story.  Today the scrapbook and other papers are held at Yad Vashem, the Holocaust

Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority, in Israel. 

Grete shared the story with Dr. Elisabeth Maxwell, a Holocaust historian and the wife of

the late newspaper magnate3 Robert Maxwell. Robert Maxwell arranged for his news-

paper to publish articles on Winton’s amazing deeds. Winton’s extraordinary story led

to his appearance on Esther Rantzen’s BBC television program, That’s Life. In the 

studio, emotions ran high as Winton’s “children” introduced themselves and expressed

their gratitude to him for saving their lives. Due to the program being shown nationwide,

many of the rescued children also wrote to him and thanked him. Letters came from all

over the world, and new faces still appear at his door, introducing themselves by names

that match those on his list from 1939. 

The rescued children, though many are now grandparents, still call themselves “Winton

children.” Among those saved are the late British film director Karel Reisz (The French

Lieutenant’s Woman, Isadora, and Sweet Dreams), Canadian journalist and news 

correspondent for CBC, Joe Schlesinger (originally from Slovakia), Lord Alfred Dubs 

(a former Minister in the Blair Cabinet), Lady Milena Grenfell-Baines (a patron of the arts

whose father, Rudolf Fleischmann, saved Thomas Mann from the Nazis), Dagmar

Símová (a cousin of the former U.S. Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright), Tom

Schrecker, (a Reader’s Digest manager), Hugo Marom (a famous aviation consultant),

and one of the founders of the Israeli Air Force, and Vera Gissing, author of Pearls of

Childhood, and joint biographer of Nicholas Winton and the Rescued Generation.

3 magnate – a powerful or influential man in business or industry
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Winton has received many

acknowledgements for his human-

itarian pre-war deeds. He

received a letter of thanks from

the late Ezer Weizman, a former

president of the State of Israel. He

was also granted Honorary

Citizenship of Prague. In 1993,

Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II

awarded him the MBE (Member of

the British Empire), and on October 28, 1998, Václav Havel, then president of the

Czech Republic, awarded him the Order of T.G. Masaryk at Hradcany Castle for his

heroic achievement. December 31, 2002, Winton received a knighthood from Queen

Elizabeth II for his services to humanity.  On April 14, 2006, Winton received the

"Courage to Care" Award from the Anti-Defamation League in Washington, DC. Vera

Gissing, a Winton "child" accepted the award in his honor. Uta Klein, also a Winton

"child", and Matej Mináč, the film's producer, were also present. On July 3, 2006

Winton recived a letter from US President

George W. Bush thanking him for his “...courage

and compassion in the face of such cruelty and

injustice.” Winton’s story is also the subject of

two films by Czech filmmaker Matej Mináč: All

My Loved Ones and the award-winning Nicholas

Winton - The Power of Good.

Today, Sir Nicholas Winton, age 97, resides at

his home in Maidenhead, Great Britain. He still wears a ring given to him by some of

the children he saved in 1939. It is inscribed with a line from the Talmud, the book of

Jewish law. It reads:

“Save one life, save the world.”
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

This timeline is intended as a guide to the study of this era and a context for the work

of Nicholas Winton. (References to Winton in italics below.)

1909: Nicholas Winton is born in London – his paternal grandparents and his parents

were of German Jewish decent.  Winton’s parents and he and his siblings  (one broth-

er and one sister) converted to Christianity.

August 1914-November 1918: First World War (WWI)

1918: Czechoslovakia is established after the fall of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire fol-

lowing the First World War. The country is made up of two groups of Slav people, the

Czechs, the Slovaks, and the Moravians.

1920: The Treaty of Versailles, which declares Germany responsible for World War I

and its consequences, is signed. The treaty deals harshly with a defeated Germany,

and includes territorial, military, financial, and general territorial provisions, including

the demilitarization and 15-year occupation of the Rhineland (area between France

and Germany), limitations on German armed forces and reparations of £6,600 million. 

1921: Adolf Hitler becomes leader of National Socialist German Workers Party (Nazis).

1923: The Beer Hall Putsch (Hitler’s attempt to overthrow regional government in

Munich) is unsuccessful, and Hitler is imprisoned for nine months.

1925: Mein Kampf (My Struggle), Hitler’s book, is published.

1931-1939: Nicholas Winton works for international banking company in London.

1933: Japan attacks China.  The Nazi party gains majority in the German Reichstag

and Hitler is named Chancellor.  The Reichstag building burns in a “mysterious” fire

and all other political parties are abolished.  Hitler denounces the Treaty of Versailles.

There are public book burnings in Germany.  Anti-Jewish laws are passed in Germany,

such as: no Kosher butchering, no Jewish civil servants, no Jewish lawyers, and quo-

tas for Jews in universities.
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Any Germans holding non-Nazi political meetings are subject to arrest and imprison-

ment in concentration camps.  (The first camp is Oranienburg, outside of Berlin.)

Dachau built as a concentration-work camp.  (Specific death camps are not yet built,

but the elderly and those who were very young, disabled, or sick have difficulty surviv-

ing harsh conditions of camps.)  

Although Winton’s family originally thought the German people were too intelligent to

trust Hitler, they become more and more afraid of Hitler’s growing power. 

1934: Von Hindenburg, president of the German Weimer Republic, dies.  The Nazi-

controlled Reichstag combines the offices of president and chancellor.  Hitler becomes

both, taking the title of Füehrer. In June, on the “Night of the Long Knives”, leaders of

the S.A. (Stormtroopers), including S.A. head Ernst Röhm, and other political oppo-

nents of Hitler, are arrested and executed.  Seventy-seven men are reportedly execut-

ed on charges of treason, though historians tend to think the number is higher.  Hitler

then receives an oath of allegiance from all those who serve in the army. 

1935: The Nuremberg Laws are passed in Germany, and Jews are declared non-citi-

zens; civil rights are abolished, Jews cannot employ non-Jews, marriage or sexual

relations between Jews and non-Jews is prohibited, and licenses for Jewish doctors,

dentists and lawyers are revoked.  Hitler violates the Treaty of Versailles by creating

the Luftwaffe (the German Air Forces), and introducing conscription1 in order to build

a large German army.

In Germany, Nicholas Winton realizes that his family would be considered Jewish and

treated as such.  The Wintons begin taking in relatives who leave Germany to escape

Hitler.

1936: Italy invades Ethiopia.  The Spanish Civil War begins.  German re-militarizes the

Rhineland and Hitler re-arms Germany. During the Olympic Games in Berlin, Hitler

refuses to place the gold medal around African-American Jesse Owens’ neck.

1936-1938: On business trips to Germany, Winton watches in horror as the Nazi party

gains power and builds a propaganda machine.  He witnesses the arrest and beating

of Jews, and other ruthless behavior of Nazis.

1 conscription – to enroll into service by compulsion as a military recruit
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1937: Hitler aids Franco’s efforts in Spain by “loaning” him the use of the German Air

Force to bomb Loyalist strongholds such as Guernica.  The Japanese seize Peking

(now Beijing).  Franklin Roosevelt gives his “Quarantine Speech,” which calls for the

separation of the United States from an “epidemic of world lawlessness.”  The

Buchenwald concentration camp is built near Weimar, Germany.

March 13, 1938: Germany “annexes” Austria. Nearly a million cheering Austrians line

the streets of Vienna to welcome Hitler.

September 1938: The Munich Conference is attended by the heads of state of Great

Britain (Neville Chamberlain), France (Edouard Daladier), Italy (Benito Mussolini) and

Hitler. Britain and France agree to Germany’s annexing the Sudeten Region of

Czechoslovakia in order to “buy peace in our time.”

October 1938: Approximately 17,000 “stateless” Jews are deported from Germany to

Poland.

November 1938: Kristallnacht, the “night of the broken glass,” occurs when Josef

Goebbels, Nazi Minister of Propaganda, orders “spontaneous” demonstrations against

Jews all over Germany. The order comes in response to the death of a German soldier

in Paris, killed by a young Jewish student after hearing his parents had been 

deported.  Thirty thousand Jews are placed in concentration camps for what was

termed “protective custody.”  Nearly 200 synagogues are destroyed. Jewish cemeter-

ies are desecrated.  Jewish businesses and homes are smashed. The United States

withdraws its Ambassador to Germany in protest.  Bank accounts of Jews are frozen.

Jewish children are forbidden to attend public schools, and Jews are given limited

number of hours a week to buy food.

British immigration laws allow more Jewish people to immigrate — no other country

takes these measures.  The “Refugee Children’s Movement”, a subsidiary group of

“Central British Fund for World Jewish Relief”, is formed.   This group began “Operation

Kindertransport” in order to get children from Germany and Austria out of danger.

December 1938: Parks, theaters, and museums are closed to Jews, and radios and

telephones are confiscated.
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Nicholas Winton, 29 years old and planning a ski trip to Switzerland, is asked by his

friend Martin Blake to come instead to Prague and witness the plight of Jews in

Czechoslovakia. Winton travels to Prague and observes the work of the “British

Committee for Refugees from Czechoslovakia.” He focuses his attention on refugee

children from the Sudetenland, and also on the resident Czech Jewish children.

Winton returns to London with hundreds of pictures and details about children whose

parents hope to save them from the German advances. Winton invents an organiza-

tion, calling it the “Children’s Section” of the existing “British Committee for Refugees

from Czechoslovakia,” and uses his own address as that of this new agency.  Winton

returns to his bank job by day, but, in the evenings, writes to the press and to every

organization he can think of for help.  He asks for money to bring refugee children,

mostly Jewish, from Czechoslovakia to England.  This £50 guarantee (approximately

$3,000 today) per child was for transport from England to Czechoslovakia (for each

child’s eventual return trip home), and looks for foster parents to take in these children.

He prints cards with faces of the children and information about them so that adopting

parents could choose a child to foster.   Winton uses his invented agency to persuade

the Home Office to let the children come to England. 

March 1939: Germany invades and occupies the remainder of Czechoslovakia.  The

Spanish Civil War ends with Franco in power.

On March 14, 1939, the first group of Winton’s children arrives in London.  On the next

day, March 15, 1939, Hitler invades Czechoslovakia and parents begin to line up at the

British Committee for Refugee Children in Prague in an effort to get their children to

safety. 

August 1939: The Soviets and the Germans sign a secret non-aggression pact (called

a pact of  “mutual cynicism”).  Poland and England sign the Mutual Assistance Treaty.

The British Fleet mobilizes and civilian evacuations begin in London.

March – September 1939: Winton arranges for 669 children to be rescued from

Czechoslovakia, now under German occupation. Eight transports (one airplane and

seven trains) of children arrive in England. A ninth transport is scheduled to leave

Prague on September 1, 1939, but Germany invades Poland and the train in Prague

never leaves the station. None of the 250 children on board survive the Holocaust. 
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Once the war starts and no more children can be rescued, Winton joins the R.A.F.

(Royal Air Force) to help defend his country.

September 1, 1939: Germany invades Poland. France and Great Britain declare war

on Germany.  The U.S. proclaims neutrality but will sell arms to non-aggressors on a

“cash and carry” basis.

October – November 1939: Nazis begin euthanasia on the sick and disabled in

Germany, and an assassination attempt on Hitler fails.    

February 1940: The Gestapo begins to take Jews into “protective custody” and

deports them to concentration (work) camps.

April 1940: The Nazis begin to expand Auschwitz, a concentration and POW camp.
Germany invades Norway and Denmark.

May – June 1940: Germany invades France, Belgium, Luxembourg and Holland.
Norway, Belgium, Holland, France, Luxembourg and Yugoslavia surrender to
Germany.  Italy enters the war on the side of the Axis powers and invades Greece.

July 1940: The Battle of Britain begins.  There are massive German air raids known
as “Blitzkrieg” (known in Britain as “the Blitz”), that continue throughout the war.

September 1940: The United States begins military draft (conscription).  The Tripartite
(Axis) Pact is signed by Germany, Italy and Japan.

November 1940: The Warsaw ghetto is sealed by a brick wall.

March 1941: The U.S. Congress approves the Lend-Lease Act, which gives the pres-
ident power to sell, transfer, lend or lease war materials to nations whose defense is
considered vital to the defense of the U.S. in World War II.

April 1941: Germany invades Greece and Yugoslavia.

June 1941: Germany declares war on the Soviet Union.

July 1941: Hermann Goering orders Reinhard Heydrich to organize “The Final
Solution” (the death of European Jews).

September 1941: All German Jews are required to wear the yellow Star of David. 
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October 1941: Mobile killing units begin murdering Eastern European Jews.

December 7, 1941: The Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor.  The United States declares
war on Japan.  Germany declares war on the United States.

January 1942: The Wanssee Conference of German Leaders from manufacturing,
railroads and the military is held to detail plans for carrying out “The Final Solution.”

June 1942: Six death camps (like Treblinka) are built in Poland. Concentration camps
are converted to death camps.

April 1943: Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto revolt and are annihilated by the Germans one
month later.

August–October 1943: Prisoners at the Treblinka, Bialystock and Sobibor death
camps revolt.  Most are killed.

June 6, 1944 (“D-Day”): Allied Forces invade Europe.

April 21, 1945: Soviet troops reach Berlin.

April 30, 1945: Hitler commits suicide.

May 7, 1945: The unconditional surrender of all German forces occurs.

May 8, 1945: “VE (Victory in Europe) Day”.

August 7, 1945: The U.S. drops an atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, Japan.

August 9, 1945: A second atomic bomb is dropped on Nagasaki, Japan.

August 14, 1945: Japanese surrender, “VJ (Victory over Japan) Day”.

October 1946: A few Nazi war criminals are convicted at the Nuremberg Trials.  The
vast majority remains unpunished to this day.
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DOCUMENTATION

One of the most astonishing details of Nicholas Winton’s story is that, even after the

war subsided, he remained silent about his life-saving operation.  Nearly fifty years

later, Winton’s wife, Grete, found an old leather suitcase in the attic of their home.  The

briefcase contained Winton’s scrapbook from 1939, filled with documents, urgent

telegrams, pleading letters from desperate parents, and photographs of children

caught in a lottery of life and death.  Only then, in 1988, did she learn of her husband’s

incredible deed; only then did Winton, with his wife’s encouragement, begin to share

his story.  

Thanks to his effort to preserve these unique materials, we can still trace the progres-

sion of Winton’s rescue operation, from the letters and press releases in which he

asked, and then begged for support, to responses that illuminate both the willingness

and disinterest of those to whom he pleaded for help.  Here, we present a few extracts

from Winton’s scrapbook. 
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STUDY QUESTIONS

SIR NICHOLAS WINTON
1. What was your personal reaction to the story of Nicholas Winton’s project?

2. What in Nicholas Winton’s life might have disposed him to take on this task 
of saving Jewish children from Czechoslovakia?

3. What personal risks do you think Nicholas Winton took?

4. Do you think he stood a chance to gain in any way from this project?

5. Why were there no other people stepping forward to save children? 
Or were there such persons?

6. Was Nicholas Winton’s project in any way unique?

7. Do you think his example has inspired others? Why do you or do you not think so?

8. Do you think it has taken too long a time for Winton’s work to be recognized? 
What are the reasons for your answer to this question?

9. Do you think that people like Winton in any way have an effect on the likelihood 
of future Holocausts?

10. Once the war started, Nicholas Winton joined the British Air Force and never 
mentioned what he had done for the children of Czechoslovakia.  Why did he 
keep this a secret and how was his story finally revealed, 50 years later?

11. What was the reaction of “his children” when they finally met him in 1988?  
How have the “children” paid back their adoptive parents and Nicholas Winton, 
for the gift of life?  What problems might these children have encountered as 
they grew up? 

12. In what ways does the fact that Winton never told anyone what he did make 
the story all the more powerful?

13. Joe Schlesinger (the narrator of the film and one of the “children”) emphasizes 
that one of the “highest marks of civilization is ordinary human decency.”  
How is Winton an example of this?

14. Why is the film called “The Power of Good?”
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PRE-WAR EUROPE
1. What was life like for Czech children in the 1930’s?

2. What was the initial reaction of the Czechs to Hitler and the Nazi invasion 
of the Sudeten region?

3. What happened when Hitler demanded he keep the Sudeten region 
of Czechoslovakia at the Munich Conference?  How did other European 
countries react?

4. What did the Czechs living in the Sudeten region do in response to Hitler’s 
demand to keep the Sudeten region of Czechoslovakia at the Munich    
Conference?  What threatened all Czechs by the fall of 1938?

5. By the fall of 1938, what did it appear were Germany’s plans for Europe?

6. Nicholas Winton was very anxious to get the children out of Czechoslovakia 
as quickly as possible.  What was the hurry?

THE RESCUE
1. When Nicholas Winton visited Prague in December 1938, what did he observe?    

What became his mission?

2. On March 15, 1939 Germany invaded Czechoslovakia.  What challenge did 
Winton face at this time?  What urgency did he feel?

3. What methods did he use to accomplish his goals?

4. How did the Committee deal with authorities in Prague?

5. What were the logistics of transporting the children to England?

6. What role did other nations play in the rescue effort?

7. What happened on September 1, 1939 and to the last scheduled transport 
and the 250 children ready to leave?
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THE CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
1. How were children that needed help located?

2. What were the hopes of Czech parents when they sent their children to England?   
What potential sacrifice were these parents making?  What would these parents 
imagine would be their own future and that of their children as they put them 
on the train?

3. How did the children feel about leaving their families and being placed 
in foster homes?

4. What were their fears and hopes?

5. What memories do the children have of their train ride and what happened to 
them once they arrived in England?

6. How did children adjust to being raised in England?

7. What were some of the cultural differences they had to adapt to?

8. What was it like to be in Britain in wartime living with strangers?

9. What were the language issues?

10. How did foster families deal with the children’s religious needs?

11. How did this experience affect the children’s later lives?

12. Were the children more understanding and compassionate as adults than 
they might have been?

13. Did they seek to help others in the ways they were helped?

14. How were the experiences of the Czech children different from other 
European children?

15. What happened to almost all the parents of the rescued children?  
And how did the children find out the fate of their parents?

IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE
1. What occasions exist in the world today that call for brave leaders such 

as Nicholas Winton?

2. Could you be a “Winton,” even on a small scale? How could this come about?



39

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
FOR YOUNG READERS

1. Nicholas Winton and the Rescued Generation – Emmanuel, Muriel and
Gissing, Vera (ISBN: 0853034257) Vallentine Mitchell Publishers; 2002/2003
(Paperback) 

Book may be obtained by contacting:
Vallentine Mitchell Publishers c/o ISBS

920 NE 58th Avenue, Suite 300
Portland, OR  97213-3786
EMAIL:  orders@isbs.com
WEBSITE: www.vmbooks.com

2. Pearls of Childhood: The Poignant True Wartime Story of a Young Girl
Growing Up in an Adopted Land – Gissing, Vera (ISBN: 0860518457) Robson
Books Ltd.; 1988 / Reprinted 1999 and 2003. Third reprint due January 2007.
(Paperback)

3. Lest Innocent Blood be Shed: The Story of the Village of Le Chambon and
How Goodness Happened There – Hallie, Philip (ISBN: 0060925175)
HarperCollins; 1994. (Paperback)

4. Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage in the Holocaust – Block, Gay and
Drucker, Malka – Revised Edition (ISBN: 0841913234) New York: Holmes &
Meier; 1992 (Paperback)

5. The Courage to Care: Rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust – RSM, Carol
and Myers, Sondra (Eds.) (ISBN: 0814774067) NYU Press; 1991 (Paperback)

6. The Path of the Righteous: Gentile Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust –
Paldiel, Mordecai (ISBN: 0881253766) KTAV Publishing House, Inc.; 1994
(Hardcover)

7. When Courage was Stronger than Fear – Hellman, Peter (ISBN: 1569244146)
Marlowe and Company; 2004 (Paperback)

(If you have any problems locating these books, use www.google.com, 
or any Internet search engine, and search by the title for possible used copies.)




