Philosophy in the Biomedical Field

With the advent of new medical technologies, new philosophical issues have emerged in recent years that policy makers and individuals need to contend with. Like any philosophical thought, you must do the following: 

1. Epistemology: Reflect upon your premises to why you think what you think. 

2. Logic: Are your assertions based on evidence, reason and data or emotion? 

3. Ethics: Is what you propose the right thing to do and why? This is the most difficult part by far when it comes to these issues. 

Here is a list of biomedical issues today:


1. Late Term/Partial Birth Abortions/Fetal Rights (yes or no?) (ACE)
2. Human Cloning Research (yes or no?)
3. Animal Cloning Research (yes or no?)
4. Assisted Suicide/Euthanasia (yes or no?)
5. Embryo/Fetal Tissue Research (yes or no?)
6. Invitro fertilization (yes or no?)
7. Recombinant DNA/Transgenic Manipulation (yes or no?)
8. Homosexuality (Choice or Biological?)
9. Cryogenic Preservation (yes or no?)
10. Sterilization for Convicted Sexual Abusers (yes or no?)
11. Neonatal Heroic Resuscitation (yes or no?) (JACK)
12. Mandatory HIV Testing (yes or no?) (QUEEN) 
13. Contraception Available in School (yes or no?) (KING)

YOU WILL DRAW CARDS. THEY CORRESPOND WITH THESE ISSUES. I WILL ASK YOU TO DEBATE THE ETHICAL MERIT OF THESE ISSUES REGARDLESS OF PERSONAL OPINION. BE ABLE TO FORMULATE SUPPORT FOR YOUR SIDE AND REBUT THE OPINIONS OF THE DISSENTING VIEWPOINT. 

*RED COLORED CARDS- ARGUE THE LEFT HAND SIDE, OR “YES” 

* BLACK COLORED CARDS- ARGUE THE RIGHT HAND SIDE, OR “NO”

* WE WILL DO SEVERAL SETS OF ETHICAL DEBATE THROUGHOUT THE CLASS. 
