LBJ and the Great Society
Directions:  After reading the background section below, read the sections titled “The Great Society” (p. 745-747) and “The Effects of the Great Society” (p. 749-759) to complete the worksheet.
Background: The Great Society was the name given to President Lyndon Baines Johnson’s domestic agenda.  In many ways, it was a continuation of President Kennedy’s domestic agenda.  Several of the laws that were passed and programs that were enacted under Johnson had originally been started by President Kennedy prior to his assassination.  President Johnson was sworn in as President aboard Air Force One on November 22nd, 1963 just 90 minutes after JFK was pronounced dead.  Five days later, Johnson had the following to say while addressing Congress:
“All I have I would have given gladly not to be standing here today…No words are sad enough to express our sense of loss.  No words are strong enough to express our determination to continue the forward thrust of America that [Kennedy] began…The ideas and the ideals which he so nobly represented must and will be translated into effective action.”

Make no mistake, Johnson was a man prepared to assume the office of President of the United States.  Indeed, it was a position he long coveted.  Johnson got his start in Congress in 1937 when he was elected to the House of Representatives as a New Deal Democrat.  In 1948, he won his first seat in the Senate where he would serve until January of 1961 when he then assumed the office of Vice President under JFK.  As a Senator, Johnson became famous for his ability to accomplish his political goals.  The saying “the Johnson treatment” was coined to describe the aggressive and persuasive political skills Johnson possessed when it came to convincing a fellow congressman to vote the way Johnson intended them to.  As you will see in the textbook, Johnson’s experience at accomplishing domestic measures while in Congress would serve him greatly as President.
1.  When reading about LBJ’s War on Poverty and his education and health care reform programs, what do you think his vision was for the country?  Who was he trying to help?

2.  While not covered in this section, LBJ is responsible for signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 into law.  How was his support for these two pieces of legislation in line with other Great Society goals?

3.  Additional information on the Immigration Act of 1965:  As stated in the textbook, this law replaced the old quota system the U.S. had used since the 1920s for admitting immigrants into the country.  The old quota system gave preference to people from Europe and severely limited immigration from Africa, Asia and Latin America.  The new law caused a great influx of Asians, Latin Americans and people from the Middle East to immigrate to the U.S.  This would have a major impact on the demographic make up of the United States.
4.  Complete the chart below
	Legislation
	Purpose

	Economic Opportunity Act
	 

	Head Start
	 

	Volunteers in Service to America
	 

	Medicare
	 

	Medicaid
	 

	Immigration Act of 1965
	 

	The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
	 


5.  Extra Credit: Look at the chart of New Deal programs on page 543.  Compare and contrast LBJ’s Great Society to FDR’s New Deal.  You will get one point extra credit for each CORRECT comparison or contrast that you make.

