Chapter 10, Section 4

I.  Anti-Imperialists Arguments

Moral and Political Arguments

A.

B.

C.

Racial Arguments

A.  

B.

Economic Arguments

A.

B.

C.

II.  Imperialism’s Appeal

A.  How did imperialism’s appeal go beyond what many saw as its practical advantages (access to foreign markets, strategic military reasons)?

B.  What was the Great White Fleet?  What was its significance?

III.  Imperialism Viewed from Abroad

A.  How do you think natives to lands where the U.S. expanded felt about the presence of the U.S.?

IV.  “The White Man’s Burden”—Rudyard Kipling

Born in British India in 1865, Rudyard Kipling was educated in England before returning to India in 1882, where his father was a museum director and authority on Indian arts and crafts. Thus Kipling was thoroughly immersed in Indian culture: by 1890 he had published in English about 80 stories and ballads previously unknown outside India. As a result of financial misfortune, from 1892-96 he and his wife, the daughter of an American publisher, lived in Vermont, where he wrote the two Jungle Books. After returning to England, he published "The White Man's Burden" in 1899, an appeal to the United States to assume the task of developing the Philippines, recently won in the Spanish-American War. As a writer, Kipling perhaps lived too long: by the time of his death in 1936, he had come to be reviled as the poet of British imperialism, though being regarded as a beloved children's book author.  Below is an excerpt from “The White Man’s Burden.”

Take up the White Man's burden--
Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild--
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden--
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain
To seek another's profit,
And work another's gain…

Take up the White Man's burden--
No tawdry rule of kings,
But toil of serf and sweeper--
The tale of common things.
The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,
Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

What is the central message of Kipling’s poem?  If you were a citizen of a colonized territory, how would you respond to Kipling?
