
RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC – 25 points
FORMAT RULES:
1. Must be 12” font

2. Must have normal set margins

3. Double spaced

4. No unnecessary blank spaces allowed

5. Must have a Works cited page

6. The paper must be typed and have at least 3 FULL PAGES of text (pictures, title page, references etc  are NOT counted as part of the 3 pages)

If these rules are not followed, the paper will not be graded.  It will be returned to you so you can fix it and you will face late penalties.

PAPER RUBRIC:

1.  6pts

A.  1st page done showing name etc in MLA format (see example paper)
B. Opening paragraph that sets up your thesis and introduces your topic

C. Body of the paper – generally 3-6 paragraphs

D. Conclusion – wrap it up!  What are you trying to say?  

E. Works cited page

2.  4 pts – you must use at least 4 sources when writing your paper.  At least 2 of the sources must be from magazines and scientific journals.  You should NOT base your research on encyclopedias.
3. 4 pts - all sources must be cited as shown on this page.  Every single source you site should be referenced somewhere in the text of your paper using MLA style.
4. 5pts – Difficulty of the material being presented.  Is the topic at a high school level?  How much research or “hard core” science is in the paper?  Do you explain things in depth or just brush over the basics?

5. 6pts – Based on research essay rubric below

	Ideas & Content


	Weak

1-2
	Average

3-4
	Strong

5-6

	Includes a thesis statement in the introduction that explains 

the topic and purpose of the report
	
	
	

	Develops the idea fully with details, examples, anecdotes, relevant facts and information, etc.
	
	
	

	Sums up the writer’s ideas in an effective conclusion
	
	
	


	Structure & Form


	Weak

1-2
	Average

3-4
	Strong

5-6

	Presents information and ideas in a logical sequence, including transition words appropriate to organizational pattern (compare/contrast, sequence, persuasive, informative, etc.)
	
	
	

	Gives credit for the ideas and statements of others,  

while using a variety of sentence forms to present that information (esp. small quotes within sentences)
	
	
	

	Includes well-formatted Works Cited (MLA) or References (APA) 

from reliable sources (.org  .gov  .edu  and peer-revised journals)
	
	
	


	Grammar, Usage, Mechanics


	Weak

1-2
	Average

3-4
	Strong

5-6

	Contains no more than two or three minor errors in usage 

(verb tense, sentence structure, word usage: their there, etc)
	
	
	

	Contains no more than two or three minor errors in: 

capitalization, spelling, quotation marks, commas, 

end punctuation, fragment/run-on, etc.
	
	
	


Works cited page – This is the last page of your paper, unless you include pictures etc.  All pictures etc should follow the works cited page.  The sources should be listed in alphabetical order according to the author’s last name.  
This is how you cite certain sources.

Books - 
Author’s name.  Title of Book.  Publication Information.

Gibaldi,  Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers.  New York:  The Modern Language Association of America, 1995.

Magazine article – 

Author’s name.  “Title of article”.  Title of Magazine.  Month year: pages.

Frank, Michael.  “The Wild, Wild West”.  Architectural Digest June 1993: 180-184.

Electronic sources - CD rom/internet –

Author’s name.  “Title of article/web page”.  Date of the material, date you accessed it.

<http info>.
Walker, Janice.  “Colon cancer in women”.  Nov 1997, Dec 1997.

http://www.cas.usf.edu.html.

MLA style  

After a sentence or paragraph that comes from a particular source, you put the author’s name and the page number in parenthesis.  This tells the reader which source the information came from so they can look it up if they want more information on the topic.
For example:

 Ancient writers attributed the invention of the monochord to Pythagoras, who lived in the sixth century BC (Gibaldi, 104).

If this is copied word for word from the source, you must also put quotations around the sentence(s).  You should NOT use a lot of quotations in a research paper.  Remember, anything in quotes you didn’t really write.  It is supposed to be YOUR paper!

PLAGIARISM
Plagiarizing your paper is not only cheating, it is against the law.  You have to use your sources to learn about the material and then write a paper explaining what you know in your own words.  Students who plagiarize will receive an automatic zero on their paper.  If you are unsure whether or not you are plagiarizing, come get additional help.

EDITING

Every good writer edits their work.  Every good writer had someone else edit their work too.  Have someone else read your paper before you turn it in.  If you turn it in early, I can help you.  You may also want to let one of the English teachers read it.  There is no excuse for turning in a paper that is not “Final Draft” quality.
