pH notes

Chemicals can be acids, bases or neither (neutral).  Whether or not a chemical is acidic, basic, or neutral can affect how it reacts with other chemicals.  The pH can also keep reactions for happening at all!  

What is an acid?
An acid is a substance that releases H+ ions when it is combined with water

What is a base?

A base is a substance that releases OH- ions when it is combined with water

How do scientists know which of these is happening?

They can test the sample using:

1. an indicator solution

2. pH paper

3. an electronic pH machine

The pH scale – goes from 0-14
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A reading from 0-6 means the chemical is an acid
A reading of 7 means it is neutral

A reading from 8-14 means the chemical is a base
*Readings of 0-1 is are the strongest acids

*A reading of 14 would be the strongest base

