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Student Learning and Instructional Strategies


The first professional development meeting with Kristine Gullen focused on examining student scores on standardized tests.  Because I am a science teacher, I examined scores on the science portion of the Explore and Plan tests and looked for student strengths and weaknesses.  Identifying what students are learning and what they are not learning can help me focus my teachings.  If I know students are struggling with certain concepts, I can adopt new strategies that can help my students turn weaknesses into strengths.  The remainder of the professional development focused on teaching me how to create a classroom environment that promotes learning and how research-based, brain-based instructional strategies can increase the academic success of my students.

I have already started implementing several of the strategies I learned in professional development.  I have revised some of my science lessons and lectures so they have a more brain-based approach.  This means increasing visualization and the use of other senses so students are engaging multiple brain pathways.  Students need to experience information through sight, sound, touch, even taste.  This stimulates more neurons in the brain, creating more pathways and making it easier for them to store and recover the information (Willis 3, 41).  
