
ENERGY FLOW IN COMMUNITIES

ALL ENERGY FOR THE PLANET COMES FROM THE _____________

PLANTS, ALGAE AND SOME BACTERIA HARNESS THIS ENERGY.  ENERGY IS PASSED ON TO OTHER ORGANISMS WHEN THEY EAT THE PLANTS etc OR EAT EACH OTHER.

THE PATHWAYS THAT SHOW HOW ENERGY IS PASSED FROM ONE ORGANISM TO ANOTHER ARE REPRESENTED BY
IN A FOOD CHAIN OR FOOD WEB, EACH ORGANISM HAS A NICHE (A JOB OR ROLE)

NICHES

EACH ORGANISM IN AN ECOSYSTEM IS EITHER A:   

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

1. AUTOTROPHS (SELF FEEDERS)

USE ENERGY FROM THE SUN AND PERFORM ___________________________________________________
THEY ALSO MAKE _________________________________
2. CONSUMERS

ARE HETEROTROPHS (____________________________________)
THEY MUST OBTAIN ENERGY BY METABOLIZING WHAT THEY EAT.

THEY CAN BE:



PRIMARY CONSUMERS – 



SECONDARY CONSUMERS – 

3. DECOMPOSERS (________________________________________)
BREAK DOWN THE REMAINS OF DEAD ORGANISMS AND
RETURN NUTRIENTS TO THE SOIL/WATER SO THEY CAN BE USED AGAIN.

* IF EVERYONE PLAYS HIS OR HER PART, ENERGY, ORIGINALLY FROM THE SUN, CAN BE PASSED TO EVERYONE.

DO ALL THE ORGANISMS IN THE FOOD WEB GET THE SAME AMOUNT OF ENERGY?
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