Lecture Notes – 8-1, 8-2

8-1

· Social stratification: ranking of people or groups according to their unequal access to scarce resources.

· What are examples in movies/literature?

· Social class: segment of society whose members hold similar amounts of resources and share values, norms and an identifiable lifestyle.

· What are examples in society?  What are characteristics of each class?

· Marx: economic foundations of social classes. (Conflict theory)

· Bourgeosie: class that owns means of production (capitalists)

· Proletariat: class that labors without owning means of production

· Bourgeosie would exploit the working class, the working class would revolt, take over in communist state.

· Three dimensions of social stratification: 

· Economic

· Power

· Prestige

· Economic Dimension: Extremes of income and poverty

· Income: amount of money received by an individual or group over a specific time period.

· Wealth: all the economic resources possessed by an individual or group.

· Richest 20% of Americans received 49% of nation’s income.  Poorest 20% controlled 4% of income

· Richest 20% holds 84% of total wealth.

· Power: ability to control the behavior of others.

· Weber: expert knowledge is part of having power (along with control of resources).

· Charisma is an important part (JFK, Hitler, etc).

· Prestige: recognition, respect, and admiration attached to social positions.
· Defined by culture and society
· Must be voluntarily given
· Most people achieve prestige through occupations
8-2

· Functionalist perspective of stratification

· Stratification assures that the most qualified people fill the most important positions.

· Conflict theory of stratification

· Inequality exists because some people are willing to exploit others.

· False consciousness: adoption of the ideas of the dominant class by the less powerful class

· Symbolic Interactionism and stratification

· American children are taught that a person’s social class is the result of talent and effort

· People in lower social classes suffer from lower self-esteem. (“Looking glass self.”)  Upper class experience opposite effect; they have higher self esteem, feel that the social order is just

