Sociology Lecture Notes – 5-3, 5-4

5-3

· Society: composed of people living within defined territorial borders who share a common culture.

· Preindustrial societies:

· Generally independent, self-sufficient

· Hunting and Gathering

· Hunted animals and gathered edible foods

· Usually nomadic—when supplies exhausted, move elsewhere

· Small—usually fewer than 50 people

· Based on cooperation, generosity, hospitality, little/no sense of private ownership; group more important than family

· No social classes or political institutions

· Most amount of leisure time

· Ex: Bushmen, Kaska Indians, Yanomamo Indians

· Horticultural

· Similar to hunter/gatherer, but focuses on growing of plants to maximize efficiency

· This lead to more permanent settlements, no need to move

· Family more important than group

· Pastoral

· Similar to horticultural, but raised animals
· More migration than Horticultural
· More complex division of labor—separation of men/women’s work
· Some differences in wealth
· Agricultural

· Raises animals and crops through use of tools/animals
· Plow helped progression from horticultural to agricultural
· Productivity increased—noneconomic activities such as education, concerts emerge
· New political, religious institutions emerge
· New social classes emerge + service occupations
· Economy based on trade
