Lecture Notes – 8-3, 8-4

8-3
· Class consciousness: identification with the goals and interests of a social class.  This is less significant in America than in most other countries.

· 5 categories of social class:

· Upper class

· Includes 1% of population

· Upper-upper class: “aristocracy”—Fords, du Ponts..

· Lower-upper class: achievers—Bill Gates, Paul Allen

·  Middle Class

· Most Americans identify themselves as middle class

· Upper-middle class (14% of population): successful in business, politics etc. –often white collar occupations (engineers, doctors)

· Middle-middle class (30% of population): owners of small businesses, firefighters, teachers, policemen etc.

· Working Class: (33% of population): roofers, delivery truck drivers, clerical workers)
· Have difficulties affording health insurance, retirements benefits.

· Working Poor: (13 % of population): people employed in low-skill jobs with lowest pay.

· Have difficulty living above poverty line 

· Underclass (12% of population): Unemployed, sometimes in part-time menial jobs.  Physical and mental disabilities are common.

8-4

· Absolute poverty: absence of enough money to secure life’s necessities.

· Relative poverty: measure of poverty based on disparity between riches and poorest in society.

· 11.8% of population (32.2 million people) are below poverty level in America.

· Identifying the poor:

· Poverty rate

· Whites: 7.7%

· Latinos/African-Americans: 23%

· Elderly Americans make up large amount of the poor.

· Persons with disabilities also represent large amount of poor.

· Female headed households: many moor poor households are headed by females.

· Feminization of poverty: women and children make up an increasing proportion of poor.

* Responses to poverty: 


* War on Poverty:



* LBJ’s Plan:  Improve poverty through self-improvement, not temporary, 


not temporary relief.  Work, job-training etc.

* Welfare Reform: people on welfare who are able to work can receive benefits for limited time.


* increases state/local power


* decreases federal funding


* restrictions on eligibility


* requirements for work/training


* welfare rolls have decreased drastically.


* many jobs don’t have enough day care, health care.

8-5

· Social mobility: movement of people between social classes.

· Horizontal mobility: change in occupation within the same social class.  (Teacher to small businessperson.)

· Vertical mobility: change upward or downward in occupational status or social class (i.e.: “My Cousin Vinny”)

· Some societies have much vertical mobility, other systems have little or none.

· Caste systems: little/no mobility.  Cultural norms keep caste systems intact. (Ex.: India’s Brahmin (priests/scholars)—Kshatriyas (professional/governing/military)—Vaisyas (merchants/businessmen)—Sudra (Farmers, craftsmen)—Untouchables (collecting trash, disposing of dead bodies.)
· Open class system: social class is based on merit and individual effort.  (Ex.: America)

· Intergenerational mobility: change in status or class from one generation to the next.  (plumber’s daughter becomes lawyer.)

· Many people are experiencing downward mobility: many high paying manufacturing jobs are going overseas.

