Lecture Notes – 7-3, 7-4

7-3
Symbolic Interactionism and Deviance

· Differential Association Theory: theory that individuals learn deviance in proportion to number of deviant acts they are exposed to.

· Ratio of deviant to non-deviant individuals—“it’s who you hang out with”

· Whether the deviant behavior is practices by significant others

· Age of exposure: younger children learn more quickly.

· Labeling theory:  theory that society creates deviance by identifying particular members as deviant.  Teenage mothers are labeled as more deviant than teenage fathers.

· Primary deviance: occasional violation of norms.

· Secondary deviance: deviance as part of a lifestyle.

7-4

Conflict Theory and Deviance

· Rich and powerful use their positions to determine which acts are deviant and which are not.

· Critics of industrial society are considered deviants because they threaten social order.

· Those who don’t work are considered deviant.

· Those who threaten private property are deviant.

· People who show lack of respect for authority are deviant.

· Violent behavior in sports is acceptable—competition, teamwork, winning.

· Supporters of this perspective think minorities receive unequal treatment in U.S. judicial system.

· African-Americans 13 times more likely to be sentenced to death.

· Victim discounting: reduces seriousness of crimes directed at members of lower social class.

· White-collar crime: job related crimes committed by high status people.

· Costs of white-collare crime are 18 times more than street crime.

