Sociology Lecture notes – Sections 3-4, 3-5

3-4

· Beliefs: ideas about the nature of reality.  (i.e. superstitions, observations/deductions.)

· Material culture: concrete tangible objects within a culture. (automobiles etc.)

· Beliefs about physical objects are based on beliefs, norms, and mores about object.

· Sometimes ideals of American culture are not exhibited completely in reality.

3-5

· Culture changes for 3 reasons

· Discovery: ex: unrecognized athletic ability of women

· Invention: ex: effects on culture of invention of electricity

· Diffusion: borrowing of aspects of other cultures.  What are examples?

· Cultural diversity:

· Subculture: part of dominant culture but differs from it in certain important aspects.  What are examples?

· Counterculture: deliberately and consciously opposed to certain central beliefs or attitudes of the dominant culture.

· Ethnocentrism: judging someone else in terms of your own cultural standards.  What are examples?

· How does ethnocentrism help or hurt society?

· Cultural Universals: general traits that exist in all cultures.  What are examples?

