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What you need to know for your religion examination

 Introduction (Opening lecture/90-second video) 
1. What are the four things that make a religion a world religion, and not one of the many that went extinct over time? 

2. What are the four reasons why people adhere to a religion? 

3. What are the approximate ages of the aforementioned religions? Where geographically are they practiced (i.e. that map of religion I showed/Geohistogram) 

Judaism (2 PowerPoints from class) 

4. What was the Sanhedrin and what concept was its main contribution to the world? 

5. How is Judaism related to Christianity? 

6. What concepts are essential to the Jewish people? 

7. What are the three sects of Judaism? 

8. What are some major Jewish holidays and their meanings? Which one is a serious one where sins are atoned for? 

Hinduism 

9. What is significant about the Rig-Veda and Sanskrit in relation to Hindu history?

10. What is the caste system and how does it function? 

11. Basics on Hinduism i.e. India, polytheism, dispelling of common misconceptions, the Ganges, reincarnation, etc.

12. What is karma and why is it so essential to Hinduism? 
13. What is significant about Sanskrit words being similar from India to Lithuania? What evidence does it provide to our ancient past? 
 Islam

14. What are the five pillars of Islam and what does each entail? Which is the first one that a Muslim has to do? 

15. What non-religious contributions has the Islamic culture given to the world? 
16. The role Abu Bakr played in the spread of Islam. 

17. Basics of Islam i.e. Mecca, Koran, jihad, etc. 

Christianity 

18. What was Paul’s role in the spread of Christianity?

19. What are parables and what are some examples of some that Jesus taught?

20. What scriptural passage is a synopsis of how Christian’s view salvation? 
21. Please review the ten questions we worked on that class. 
 Buddhism

22. What are the 3 Jewels of Buddhism? 

23. What are the 4 Noble Truths? 

24. What is the 8-Fold Path in order to achieve Nirvana? 

25. Basics of Buddhism i.e. founder, middle path, enlightenment, meditation, etc.

Confucianism/Taoism

26. What   are the 3 western religions and how do they compare to the 3 eastern religions/philosophies? 



27. What are the 5 principal relationships of Confucianism? What is the overall message of these relationships? 
28. Discern between Taoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism (15 Quotes) 

Visions of the afterlife 

29. How did Dante's Inferno and Jonathan Edwards' sermon, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" influence the western idea of hell?

30. How do the world religions view the afterlife? 

31. What is Pascal’s Wager and why is it such a controversial notion? 

32. What does archetype mean and what are some examples? 
33. Essay Questions: 

A. Is the Golden Rule a means of achieving world peace? 

B. Your personal view on religion based on a quote from a religious/historical figure. 
