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Wooden Clubs and Iron Swords
To appreciate the value of iron, you might think about trying to chop down a tree with a rock. Or picture yourself trying to cut a board with a sharpened bone.  Or imagine that  you have a wooden club, and someone attacks you with a long, sharp sword or a battle-axe. 
In short, having iron is a big deal.  It changed the way people did many things.  Moreover, people who did not have iron usually lost if they got in a war with people who had iron tools and weapons. The arrival of iron-making technology in an area, therefore, usually marks a turning point in its history.
Here is a summary of the archaeological evidence about iron:

1550 BCE  
The Hittites develop iron technology in what is now called Turkey.
1200 BCE 
Iron spreads throughout Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq).
1100 BCE
People use iron in the Ganges Valley of northern India.
1000 BCE  
People make iron tools and weapons in Greece (southeastern Europe).
750 BCE 
Iron is used in the Nile Valley of Egypt (northeastern Africa).
700 BCE 
Iron-making spreads throughout continental Europe.
600 BCE 
Iron-making starts in west Africa, near what is now called Nigeria.
500 BCE 
People make iron in Scandinavia (northwestern Europe).
400 BCE 
People in south Africa have iron tools.
. . . 

1400s CE 
First metal-working in the Andes Mountains of South America.
Part 1: Draw a thick capital letter I (I) at the appropriate time and place on your GeoHistoGram to indicate each of those archaeological records. 
Part 2: Go to the world map, and:

1. put capital letter I (I)  at each place noted on the table above.

2. write the date next to that map symbol 
3. draw arrows to show the likely route of the spread of iron technology 
Part 3: Write a paragraph to describe the changes that might have occurred when iron arrived in a particular part of the world. Remember that the technology may have spread quietly (as “your people” saw the value of iron and learned how to make it).       On the other hand, it may have spread violently, if people who had iron weapons came and conquered “your” territory. You might think of your paragraph as the first pages    of a novel or TV show which might go on to tell the story about how some people tried to cope with the changes that occurred as a result of the arrival of iron. 

Somewhere in your paragraph, you might make a connection to the present day. 
Here is one way to do that: suggest how some new invention today is like the arrival of iron in the past. For example, what happens when people in a particular place get cell phones or the Internet for the first time?
