
  Syllabus – Civics -- Mr. Green


Overall, along with my students, I am expecting to develop a series of classrooms that reflect a climate of respect and caring within an academically focused and productive environment.

I. Grading System: 
1. Assignments and tests will be graded on a point scale.   The exact percentages of this scale may be found in the student handbook.  

2. 65% of the grade will be determined by tests, quizzes, and projects, 20% for the Final Exam and 15% by homework/classwork. 

3. Civics has a service learning project which is a requirement for the course; if it is not completed, a student will not receive credit for the course.

4. One Current Events sheet will be due at the end of each week to earn full homework/classwork credit. 

5. Students will have only one opportunity to make up a test each trimester.  

6. The quality of student effort will be emphasized when determining grades.

6.    Support will be available from me, by appointment, after school or during my 3rd period conference.  It is our hope that classmates will also become important supportive sources for students.

7.    Grading Scale 

· A (94% and above) 

· A- (90-93.9%) 

· B+ (87-90%) 

· B (84-86.9%)

· B- (80-84%) 

· C+ (77-79.9%) 

· C (74-76.9%) 

· C- (70%-73.9%)

· D+ (67-69.5%) 

· D (64-66.9%) 

· D- (60-63.9%) 

· E (0-59.9%) 

II. Behavior Management:
1) Classroom rules will follow the Clarenceville High School student code of conduct and the Positive Behavior Support policy (PBS). Additional points of emphasis include:

A) The general classroom management approach will adhere to the Positive Behavior Support policy (PBS), with its emphasis on the three expectations of PBS for students:

1) Be Responsible

2) Be Respectful

3) Be Safe

B) Students must stay seated unless given permission to move about. 



C)   Students must not engage in off-task talking.

D)   Students must not violate another student's "personal space", i.e. no touching, hitting, pushing, etc.

E)   Students may not eat in class.

F)   Students may drink capped plastic bottles of water in class.


2) Failure to follow classroom rules will result in one or more of these consequences:



A) A warning 



B) A private conference with me



C) A call home



D) A detention



E) A referral to the school counselor





F) A referral to the school administration


III. Communicating/Monitoring Assignments

1)
Assignments will be verbally announced and written on the whiteboard.

2) 
It is the student's responsibility to ask the teacher about makeup work—much is available on the Civics “moodle page” (http://moodle.oakland.k12.mi.us/clarenceville/.)  If you are a parent, first log in as a guest and then access the page at: http://moodle.oakland.k12.mi.us/clarenceville/course/view.php?id=270.  
3)
Each week on Sunday, I will be sending a class newsletter to parents currently on Mi-Star Parent Connect.”  It will detail the likely course of assignments and activities for the week.  If you do not have a “Parent Connect” account and want one (highly recommended,) please contact the High School Main Office.  I will also be posting these newsletters to “moodle.”  If you do not have internet access, please contact me.  “Parent Connect” also allows you to view the current state of student grades.
4)
No credit will be given for any assignment after the completion of its corresponding curriculum unit.

5)
Students will be expected to keep notes and returned papers and assignments in a     personal notebook.  

IV. Curriculum

Civics is the second class in the American Government class sequence.  As 10th graders, the students should have taken American Government which is divided into 4 basic units: “Purposes of Government” (Ch. 1-4 of text,) “Structure and Functions of Legislative Branch”(Ch. 10 & 12,) “Structure and Functions of Executive Branch” (Ch. 13-14,) and “Structure and Functions of Judicial Branch” (Ch. 18.)  This essentially covers
all of “C1,” all of “C2” and all of “C3,” and part of “C4” on the Michigan Civics Content Expectations. These expectations can be found on the internet: Google “Michigan Social Studies Curriculum”, click on first result and then click on “Social Studies High School Content Expectations” and find “Civics Content Expectations.”  The Civics class covers  parts of “C4”, all of “C5” and all of “C6.” 

Four units of Civics
I follow the “MC3” social studies curriculum, sponsored by Oakland Schools, which is purposefully tied to Common Core and Michigan High School Content Expectations.  The main page for this is located at the following URL: http://oaklandk12-public.rubiconatlas.org/Atlas/Browse/View/Calendars.  Type “Civics and Government” into the “course name.”
1) Limited Government. 

2) Citizenship in the United States. 
3) United States of America and World Affairs .
4) Service Learning: Students must complete the following project:

Service Learning Project

Purpose: The purpose of the service learing project is to reinforce the concept that each citizen has responsibilities to their community, state and country.  Students will engage in tangible applications of this concept; how can a student give back to his/her community (soup kitchen work, beautification programs..?)  What responsibilities do they have as voters (attending school board meetings, city council meetings...?)  

*Completion of this project is a requirement for this course*  

Possible projects are included in four basic areas: “In-house,” “Meetings,” “Community Organizations,” and “Altruistic acts.”  Each would involve a reflective journal, an assessment piece (ex: digital story book video) and attendance documentation (can be done with video evidence) upon completion.

In-house:

· High School

· Beautification (murals etc.)/landscaping.

· Lowery’s Lane.

· Assisting during elections.

· Helping at Homecoming, Parent/Teacher Conferences, Parent Night.

· Helping at athletic events.

· Recycling.

· Middle School

· Beautification/landscaping.

· Parent/Teacher Conferences, Parent Night, Activity Nights.

· Helping at athletic events.

· Recycling.

· Elementaries

· Beautification/landscaping.

· Reading to students.

· Helping with Field Days, holiday events, other special events.

· Recycling.

Meetings:

· School Board attendance (3 meetings minimum.)
· City Council attendance—Farmington Hills, Livonia, Redford or elsewhere, if students are tuition students (2 meetings minimum.)
· Courthouse visitation (2 visits minimum.)
Community Organizations:

· Lions Club, Rotary, Kiwanis, Masons, Churches.
· Young Life (Patrick Walker)
· Local Police/Fire.
Altruistic Acts

· Beautification of community grounds (gardens, landscaping….)
· Nursing home visits.
* Students will be required to choose a project and will have to find an instructor approved way to verify participation.  Parent(s) or guardian(s) will have to sign the form approving the project.  Students will also have to write a reflective paper after the conclusion of the project.

Supplies needed

1. A pen or pencil:  (everyday) any color or type as long as I can read it and it is neat.

2. A notebook/binder.

3. Your book: You will be issued a textbook.  It is your responsibility to keep it in good condition.  Damage or loss will result in a fine. A questioning frame of mind: Don’t just believe what you are told, ask why and how.

4. A great attitude: School is what you help to make it.  If you want to have fun while learning, then we will work together to achieve this goal.

5. A vision for your future: Start to plan now, it will be here soon.



Student Signature _____________________________________



Parent Signature  _____________________________________


Student/Parent Expectations of this class:


1.


2. 


3.  


(More on separate sheet if necessary)

Contact Information:

Email: jgreen@clarenceville.k12.mi.us: Please email me, if possible.  It is the most convenient and efficient way to reach me.   

If you would prefer to call, the school phone number is: (248-919-0408.)

