[image: image1.jpg]World GeoHistoGram

Copyright 2010, Michigan Geographic Alliance / Central Michigan University Contact: 1-800-279-1423 or mga@cmich.edu



Major Historical Eras on the GeoHistoGram
A GeoHistory Diagram is a way to visualize when and where something occurred.  It can also tell you what else was going on in the world at the same time. 

In this activity, you will add some historical information to the diagram.  Remember:

- The horizontal lines indicate dates, in thousands of years.  The oldest dates are near the bottom.  The timeline gradually “stretches” as it gets closer to the present. That allows it to show more of the recent details that still influence our lives.

- The vertical columns show the major world regions.  They are arranged in rough geographical order from west to east.  In the middle is the area in southwest Asia where farming first began, iron tools were first made, and cities were first built.  

According to the guidelines of the Michigan Department of Education, the history of the world can be divided into 8 major eras:

1.  beginnings – 4000 BCE
the beginning of human society

2.  4000 BCE – 1000 BCE
early civilizations and cultures

3.  1000 BCE – 300 CE
classical traditions and major empires

4.  300 CE – 1500 CE
expanding hemispheric interactions

5.  15th – 18th centuries
first global age

6.  1776 CE – 1914 CE
age of global revolutions

7.  1900 CE – 1945 CE
global crisis and achievement

8.  1945 -
Cold War and its aftermath

Part 1: Draw horizontal lines in the appropriate positions on the GeoHistoGram to separate these eras.  Write the name of each era in the correct space between your lines.

Part 2: Select two or three key events that you associate with each era. Put a dot at the appropriate position on the GeoHistoGram to represent each of your selected events. Then label the event with its name (or a number keyed to a separate list, if you prefer).

Part 3: Select seven key events that you think mark the divisions between these eras.   For example, you might choose the division of the Roman Empire into two parts (with capitals at Rome and Constantinople) as the event that marks the end of the classical empires era and the beginning of the hemispheric interaction era.

Part 4: write the number of the era in which each of these key events occurred:

____ Declaration of Independence
____ Code of Hammurabi

____ Great Pyramid in Egypt
____ Great Wall in China

____ beginning of Islam
____ beginning of Christianity

____ invention of steam engine
____ invention of iron forge 

____ bubonic plague in Europe
____ AIDS in Africa
