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What is a Primary Source?

Simply put, primary sources are the
original items or records that have
survived from the past — such as
clothing, letters, photographs, and
manuscripts. They were part of a direct
personal experience of a time or event.
The online collections of the Library of
Congress American Memory project are
comprised of primary sources. For the

——/ Primary Source |

1

purpose of contrast, it is important to
note that secondary sources are created
by documenting or analyzing someone
else’s experience to provide a
perspective or framework of a past
event. They may have been written long
after an event took place and include
items such as textbooks, encyclopedias,
biographies, and documentaries.
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Exploring American Memory

American Memory is an online gateway to rich primary resources relating to the history
and culture of the United States. The site offers more than 19 million digital items from

more than 100 historical collections. Special collections include documents, films,

manuscripts, photographs, and sound recordings that tell the American story.

From the Library of Congress homepage, click on American Memory.
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Click on Help to find out how
to view and listen to primary
sources.
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Important Components on the American Memory Site

Browse Collections by Topic

This box presents a list of all of the
digital collections of the American
Memory project organized by broad
topics. The collection finder is a good
place to begin exploring the vast
collections within American Memory;
however, in order to find more specific
sources, you will need to use the “Search
all collections” box.

“Browse Collections by Topic” Box

Search All Collegtions

Search All Collections

The Search all collections box allows
you to search by keyword for items
across all of the collections. You can go
here to find specific items. For example,
if you wanted to find items on the Civil
War in North Carolina, you could type
“Civil War in North Carolina” into the
search box and find specific items.
Sometimes you have to be persistent and
creative with the search, because there
are millions of items the search engine
searches through.

“Search All Collections” Box
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More Browse Options

The “More browse options” link at the bottom of the American Memory Home page is a
useful way to browse the American Memory site.
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Exploring the American Memory Collections

Take a look at the sample collection site to become familiar with the common format for
American Memory Collections.
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Citing Primary Sources from the Library of Congress

The purpose of citing a primary source is to acknowledge the source of information and
give as much detail as possible to find that primary source at a later date. The Library of
Congress uses a variety of ways to cite primary source material.

Sometimes a credit line is available.

First:
e Find the bibliographic page that contains your primary source

e Look under the Notes area

e Look for the words Cite as:

e Copy the credit line

e Paste it into your document
Second:

e Find the bibliographic page that contains your primary source

Look at the line above the thumbnail of your primary source

Click on “Rights and Reproductions”

Scroll down to CREDIT LINE:

Copy the credit line

Paste it into your document (note: change the sample reproduction number or
digital ID to the one specific to your primary source)

Third:
e Find the bibliographic page that contains your primary source
Click on the name of the collection at the top of the bibliographic page
Scroll to the bottom of the Collection page
Click on the Copyright and Other Restrictions link
Copy the credit line
Paste it into your document (note: change the sample reproduction number or
digital 1D to the one specific to your primary source)

If credit line is not available:
e Follow the directions for citing sources using the MLA style
Go to: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/mla.html
Scroll to the type of primary source you are using
Identify the information needed (ex. Author, title, date, etc.)
Copy the example line into your document
Fill in the information from the bibliographic page



http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/mla.html�

Conducting an Advanced Google Search

There are times when the previous search strategies just don’t work to find the items you
are looking for. The Library of Congress holds many primary resources outside the
American Memory Collections. For example, if you wanted to locate items related to the
diary of Anne Frank and used the previous search strategies, you may not be able to find
what you’re looking for. Its times like these that the advanced search option on your
favorite search engine comes in handy. The following activity will take you through the
steps for using the advanced search option within the Google Search Engine. An
advanced search using the Google Search Engine will allow you to easily search the
entire Library of Congress web site at once and return useful items that may otherwise be
hard to find.

1. Go to the Google web site at ( ; , I
www.google.com - O L)g €

2. Click on the Advanced Search option on |
the right side of the search box.

Google Search I I'm Feeling Lucky

Advertising Programs - Business Solutions - About Google

Make Google Your Homepage!

®2007 Google

3. Look down the list of options until you find Domain and type “loc.gov” in the Domain
box. Be sure that “Only” is selected in the drop down in this option.

4. Type the keywords in the top box of Find Results labeled "with all of the words."

5. Click the Advanced Search button.

¢ &1 ] Google Advanced Search o~ B - @ v |-kPage v {Tooks =
GO L)gle Advanced Search Advanced Search Tips | About Google

site:loc.gov
Find web pages that have...

all these words:

this exact wording or phrase:

one or more of these words:

But don't show pages that have...

any of these unwanted words:
Need more tools?

Results per page: 10 results

Language: any language

File type: Wl—\

Search within a site or dumam:‘ loc.gov I ’

Date. usage rights. numeric range. and more

Advanced Search


http://www.google.com/�

Creating a Resource Table

We will only focus on saving photographs here, however, the process for saving any type
of primary resource (e.g., audio files, video files, maps, documents) would follow similar
steps. Before we begin saving primary sources, we need to establish some type of
management system. One useful, easy technique is to create a table in a Word document
to hold the necessary information in order to find the source again, or quickly determine
what resources we have collected for our classroom.

To create a table: Depending upon the version of your word processor the directions may

1.

Tips

vary.
Click on the INSERT TAB choose TABLE and then

INSERT TABLE
Use the up/down arrow keys to choose the number of
columns and rows you want (4 columns—5 rows)
Click OK -The table is now inserted into your document.
Label the columns:
e First Column — Image
e Second Column - Description
e Third Column - Citation
e Fourth Column — URL
To control the size of the cells in your table, place the cursor
in one of the cells.
e Right click and choose TABLE PROPERTIES from

Screen shot of table from Microsoft
Word 2007

the dropdown menu.

e Click OPTIONS in the Dialog Box.

e A second Dialog Box will appear, click in the box in
front of “Automatically resize to fit contents” to
remove the checkmark and click OK.

e Click OK again to return to the table.

* To move from cell to cell, use the tab or arrow keys or
* To add a new row or column,
* Click in the row or column next to where you want to
insert a new row or column.
* Right click
» Choose the option you need to add rows or columns

Screen shot of Table Options from
Microsoft Word 2007

For additional information about creating and using tables, search the help files located
in your word processing program.
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Inserting an Image into a Resource Table

It will help you to add a small version of the image (thumbnail image) to your resource
table so that you can more easily identify sources you are looking for.

1. Locate the thumbnail on the web page where you found your image.

2. Place the computer’s mouse over the image. The arrow will change to a hand.

3. Right click and choose COPY

4. Open your Resource Table and click in the cell where the picture will be inserted.
5. Right click and choose PASTE

6. The thumbnail should appear in your Resource Table.

/5 VM92-000547 - Internet Explorer provided by Dell

€ asBdl & http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/Dingpil2: ftemp/ ~ammem_TVXS: " caa,aze0, hh,gottscho, bbpix bbcards magbell berl Ibcoll,cdn, + | 44 | x [l Google P ~
—

Google (G- Go{+ 2 G - Bookmarks+ &} 2 blocked | % Check = 'y LookforMap + = Zutafill (s Send tor _) Settings=
g = A P (> 9

Contribute [ Editin Contribute | Post to Blog

couPolE~ | ) Coupons (68) ¥ | Ml More Coupons (78) v 15 | W Redpes ~ GJ

. . »

o | @ vme2-000547 = I~ ~ & v |:Page v  Took +

AMERICAN . - P— -
[\ xR < AN| PREVIOUS [NEXT ITEM LIST NEW SEARCH

The Northern Great Plains, 1880-1920: Photographs from the Fred Hultstrand and F.A. Pazandak Photograph Collections

m

Item 12 of 958

Click on picture for larger image, full item, or more versions.  [Rights and Reproductions

Reading and 'riting and 'rithmetic : taught by the tune of a hickory stick.

CREATED/PUBLISHED
[190-7]

SUMMARY
A rural school house with school children and horses around it. The school house has a flagpole at the corer, flag flying and boy standing on roof. Girls seated on two horses in front of school and a
buggy to the side with eight children in it. People and location not given, likely in North Dakota.

NOTES a2
Done € Internet | Protected Mode: On #100% ~

> @ boxm peen B PEGeame (Amib... "G} Presentationpa.. "Gl Documentl o 1o AdobeInDesig. | /5 VM92-000547 -.. | < [OFN CxlW) 1222PM

Inserting image into Resource Table

Now that you have the photo saved in your table, you can place it into a word processing
document such as Microsoft Word, or presentation software such as Microsoft
PowerPoint. The image can also be placed into a web page for use in instruction.
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Saving a Permanent URL for a Primary Source

When you visit pages at the American Memory site, most of the resources you find
appear by using a temporary URL generated by the search engine. If you bookmark the
page using this temporary URL and try to come back to the same resource later, you will
likely get an error. So, how do you get a permanent URL for the item that you have
found? There are a few easy steps involved.
1. Find the primary source that you want to copy (Look at the address bar, you should
see “temp as part of the address)
2. Right click on the primary source page (make sure you are in the empty space). A
menu will appear.
3. Click on VIEW SOURCE
*you will see a new window with a bunch of computer code
4. Scroll to the bottom of the window . . . you will see the message:

<I-- The following URL will result in display of this document -->
<I-- http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ngp: @field(NUMBER+@band(ndfahult+b272)) -->

5. Highlight the URL underneath that line **starting with the http:// and including the
ending parentheses “))”

<I-- http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ngp: @field(NUMBER+@band(ndfahult+b272)) -->

6. Click on the link and choose COPY

7. Open your Resource Table

7. Click in the cell where you want to insert the permanent URL

8. Right click choose PASTE

9. Hit ENTER to make the link turn blue. It will now hyperlink you back to the
Bibliographic page for your image.

To create an active hyperlink:

1. Highlight the link that you just pasted

2. Click on the HYPERLINK icon under the INSERT tab.

3. Make sure the address in the dialog box at the bottom matches the URL in your table
4. Click OK

12
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From the Library of
Congress homepage, click
on More Exhibitions in
lower left corner.

Click on All Exhibitions
on the left side.

L L

Spring outing in a villa, ca. 1862 from The Floating Waorld of Ukiyo-e Exhibition

EXHIBITIONS are online exhibits that highlight a specific theme or topic. These
special collections allow you to take a virtual tour of the treasures housed at the Library

of Congress.
Thomas.gowv
l. I"'I 5. Le d I‘El ative From the Library of Congress homepage,
information from click on Tomas.gov in the upper right
=== the Library of corer.

e

el Lot Congress

THOMAS is the area of the Library of Congress web site that has information on current
and past legislation. THOMAS makes federal legislative information freely available to
the public. You can search by word/phrase, bill number or specific legislator. Thomas
includes resources and activities for teachers.

From the Library of Congress
homepage, click on World
Digital Library under
Resources & Programs.

-5

WORLD DIGITAL LIBRARY is a cooperative project of the Library of Congress, the
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and partner

libraries, archives, and educational and cultural institutions from the United States and
around the world.
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KIDS AND FAMILIES

—I— From the Library of Congress homepage,
Click on Kids & Families under Especially for.

The Kids and Families area of the Library of
Congress includes resources, information, and
activities that would be of interest to kids, parents
and teachers.

America’s Story was designed
especially with young people in mind,

Play, See, Hear and Sing.

SN e j“! | but there are great stories and activities
g:‘m N for kids, parents, and teachers. Discover
@m.mhm stories from America’s past: Meet

S Amazing Americans, Jump Back in
gs.,. Hearwasing o Time, Explore the States, Join America at

Lifelong Literacy promotes lifelong literacy

\ ; beginning with young children. When kids
|_If8|0n(] theracy become good readers in the early grades, they are

Explore New Worlds. Read. more likely to become better learners throughout

rriy their school years and beyond. It’s never too

early to open your mind to reading. This site

includes poetry, digitized rare children’s books,

and resources for parents and teachers.

Q“““m Jansnma Everyday Mysteries is filled with fun facts from the

Library of Congress. Did you ever wonder why a camel
has a hump? Can you really tell the weather by listening
to the chirp of a cricket? Why do our joints make
popping sounds? Visit Everyday Mysteries to learn
about the fascinating science behind ordinary things.

15



WEBCASTS
From the Library of Congress homepage,
The LIBRARY of CONGRESS WEBCASTS Webcasts Pages 7] [ SEARCH click on More Webcast under Featured

- Webcast About the Collections.

Webcasts Home

Webcasts allow visitors to view
presentations from dozens of your favorite
authors, poets and storytellers as well as
speakers from a variety of fields including,

Browse:

+ Whitman's Eleqy for Lincaln
= Life Bevond MARC

© Biography, History

TITLE: Origins of Life and the Universe
@ Culture, Performing Arts

Safari

© Education SPEAKER: John Msthsr, Craig Malle
© Government EVENT DATE: July 26, 2007

o Silhslis B science, technology, religion, government
" St Tashsteny Ceemte Adied b etc. New Webcasts are added on a regular
e acenthv ed Weheasts baS'S

EXPLORE & DISCOVER

From the Library of
Congress homepage, click
on Wise Guide to the
loc.gov under Explore
and Discover.

The Wise Guide portal
was designed to introduce
you to the many
fascinating, educational
and useful resources
available from the nation’s library and one of the most popular websites of the federal
government. The “Wise Guide” will be refreshed monthly, much like a magazine,
offering links to the best of the Library’s online offerings. Each of the “articles” is based
on items contained in a collection, database, reading room or other area of the Library’s
online offerings.

I
The LIBRARY of CONGRESS
B AMEIICAN MENGHY

ot | [ sowse

wsout | [Wen | [cowraer | Search al collechons
From the Library of Congress homepage, click on

Today in History under Explore & Discover.

Taoday in History: msnuary 11

spurces | archives | vesterday | tomerrow

Today in History is a Library of Congress
presentation of historic facts highlighted by items
from the American Memory collections. Travel
back in time by visiting the Today in History and
=yl using the archives to search for specific

il R information by topic or date.

Hiss Alice Paul New Jersey, Notional Chalrman, Conaressional Union for Woman Suffrage:
Memper, [x- OHicio, Nation mmittes, Womsan s Party

Aliee Paul

xacut ommittes
- Ed gten, O.C,

[ca, 1915]

Women of Protest: Photoaraohs from the Records of the National Woman's Party
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TEACHERS

E LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ASK A LIBRARIAN | | DIGITAL COLLECTIONS | | LIBRARY CATALOGS Options

= Teachers

" Teachers
Bringing the power of primary sources into the classroom

TEACHERS

Search this site

@ Teachers Home

© Classroom Materials

© Professional Development

© TPBS Partners

© Using Primary Sources

© News and Events

@ Additional Resources . . .

© FAQ Classroom Materials Professional Development
RS | Blog R.ead'y-—f:u:—ulse materials tl'@t bring the Hell|:i|'|g tealchersrbuilc.l their skills in
— Library's primary sources into the using the Library's primary sources.
Podcasts classroom. Library-Facilitated Training
Email Updates Workshops at the Library and via
=marpcates Primary Source Sets videoconference.

TPS Direct
Build your own Library of Congress
professional development.

Immigration Challenqes for New

> Goal Teaching with Primary Sources
Americans

¥ Connecting with Primary Sou

Selected primary sources that document
the immigrant experience in America.

Learn more about Professional
See all Primary Source Sets == Development ==

Themed Resources TPS Pariners

loc.gov/teachers

From the Library of Congress homepage, click on Teachers under
Especially for.

The Teachers page is an online resource, created especially for teachers.
It includes:

= Classroom Materials

= Professional Development

= TPS Partners

= Using Primary Sources

= News and Events

= Additional Resources
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*Use the links on the left to navigate the Teachers page.
The Teachers page is an online resource created especially for teachers.

It includes:

Classroom Materials
Lesson Plans
Themed Resources
Primary Source Sets
Presentations & Activities
Collection Connections

Professional Development

Library-Facilitated Training TPSDirect
TPS Direct
Self-Directed
TPS Partners PHMARY ooy,
TPS Program SOURCES ~—

Using Primary Sources
Why Use Primary Sources
Citing Primary Sources
Copyright and Primary Sources
Finding Primary Sources
Teacher’s Guides and Analysis Tools

News and Events W
News and Events at LOC and other Places

Additional Resources
Slide Shows/Handouts
Resources from Outside the Library
Class Starters
More Library Resources

___Using Primary Sources .o

T:.:.‘.---_..,-e!_-'.a'm-«f‘ T
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@ Prints & Photographs Reading ROOM .,.q:00maeit MG AL

The prints and photographs collections include photographs, prints, drawings, posters,
and architectural and engineering drawings. The Prints and Photographs Online Catalog
holds items that are not located in American Memory, but some collections can be found
in both places. Not all images displayed in this catalog are in the public domain, in some
collections only thumbnail images are displayed.

1. From the Library of Congress homepage, click on Prints and Photographs.

Options
LIBRARY OF
3 L 3 ASKALIBRARIAN | | DIGITALCOLLECTIONS | | LIBRARY CATALOGS
CONGRESS [ co]
SEprint B Subscribe @ Share/Save Thomas.gov
| US. Legishtive
About the Library Collection Highlights information from
== the Library of
[T Topics =
GATEWAY TO s Gorman P e istory
...isTEl'!’n! TE e Armp § Copyright.gov
Arts & Culture United States
| Copyright Office:
THE LIBRARY'S : Government, Politics © Registration, Law
ROLLING EXHIBITION Blaw 2 Policy
_ American Prints & Historic "
Memaory ghotogragh Newspapers Maps & Geography

News & Journalism
Resources &

= Religion & Philosophy

P Programs

E Science, Technology

[ vis & Business American Folkife

Sports & Leisure Center
World History & Keeping culture, art &

X 4

Performing veterans sound Cultures EERE A
Arts History Rrecordings
| Center for the Book
The Library's Mission ially
The Library's Mission Especially for Promoting books,
The History of the Library - Kids & Families reading & literacy
Awards & Honors | B WY Librarians
Jobs & Fellowships - e x Copvright Rovalt:
e . e 1§ Bublishers or
Frequently Asked Questions n'. 4
. & = Teachers Determining statutory
Support the Library it

royalty rates &
distributing royalties
MoreAboutthelibrary» 0 e
Diqital Preservation

Manuscripts

2.Type in the search term or terms in the search box.

Options
8(.‘; lé’?_,“gg?éz ASK A LIBRARIAN DIGITAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY CATALOGS

stographs Online Catalog

T 1
PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS - -
ONLINE CATALOG (PPOC) Prints & Photographs Online Catalog

ShPrint E)Subscribe @ Share/Save

] = Advance: d | Help
© PPOC Home

© About PPOC

S PPOC collections
© Search Tips

© Download Tips

Featured Collections

Civil War Photographs

Cartoon Drawings: Herblock
Collection

Browse By:
~ Creator/Related Names
= Subjects
- Formats

Highsmith (Carol M.) Archive ine Prints: Japanese, pre-1915

More Resources

Historic American Buildings LgrmSecurity o

Survey/Historic American h Administration ice of War
Erints & Photographs Reatin naineering Record/istoric iy e o B e orhite
Room .| American Landscapes Survey f j‘;v-‘ Negatives

* Ask a Prints & Photoaraphs
Librarian

All Collections | &) View All with Description
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Research Centers Overview

The Library of Congress is organized into Research Centers, also referred to as Reading
Rooms, where collections of materials are maintained. Research Centers/Reading Rooms
offer hundreds of special format, language, and subject area Collections.

1. From the Library of Congress Home page, click on More for Researchers

LILIENQUIST

COLLECTION

CIVILWAR PORTRAITS.

The Library's Mission

The History of the Library
Awards & Honors

Jobs & Fellowships
Frequentlv Asked Questions
Support the Library

More About the Library =

News from the Library

Library st ALA San Dieqo
American Library Association Jan. 7-

gm Gormalt “'"S American Histo

Arte & Culture

Government, Politics
& Law

American Prints & Historic
Memory Photographs Newspapers Maps & Geograph
News & Journalism
- Religion & Philosophy
Fomy

# Science, Technolegy
' =¥ & Business

i A4

Sports & Leisure

World History &
Cultures

Sound
Recordings

Veterans
History

Especially for
Kids & Families

e o Librarians
Nap 11 Bublishers
W Teachers

Manuscripts

For Researchers

Library Catalog Search the Library's bibliographic records.
Finding Aids These guides provide overviews of unique Library resources.

New on National Film Registry
Librarian selects 25 important
movies

Tarnan Film Sarise

< More for Researchers» >

Featured Webcasts About the Collections

2. Click on the Research Center you want to use.

yright.gov

Cop;

United States
© Copyright Office:

Registration, Law

& Policy

Resources &
Programs

American Folklife
Center

Keeping culture, art &
sang alive

Center for the Book
Promoting books,
reading & literacy

Copvright Rovalty
Board

Determining statutory
royalty rates &
distributing royalties

Digital Preservation
A national
partnership to
preserve new media

Kluge Center
Enriching the bond
between scholars &
leaders

Law Library
U.5. & foreign legal

B cnnany oF conariss

Research and Reference Services
Library of Congress collections and ressarch tools

RESEARCHERS

Search this site

Research Centers

General Call,
Snaks, pamph:

Resources for...

© Kids. Familics

© aboust the Libeary
© Calendar of &

B Jobe/Fellowrhipy 5

3. Click on Collection Guides to help you find specific topics.

ectis

et

B cnnany oF conariss

RESEARCHERS

Search this site

Al the Library

ing for Your Visit
0 Charyiy

Resources for...

© Kids. Familics

Public Services
Rsfererce Service Policy
ages & Advance fAeserves

eCal Search Bag

a5
Government Services
Fegeral Research Drasion

On the Web

& Collections
I

Research and Reference Services
Library of Congress collections and ressarch tools

Research Centers Al the Library

General Collections

Preparing for Your Visit
Colh Cheg

i

3'; earch & Re Iﬂr;':;- EAQ

Public Services
i Sgevice Policy

ices & Advance feserves

T
4l Fearch B

Government Services
Federsl Research Drvigion

On the Web

Exploring the Collections

eboasts by Liorary
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Why use Primary Sources?

In words, pictures and sounds the Library
of Congress American Memory collections...
bring living history into our classrooms.

Primary sources are snippets of history.
They are incomplete and often come without
context. They require students to be
analytical, to examine sources

thoughtfully and to determine what else they
need to know to make inferences from the
materials.

Develop critical thinking skills...

A high school student states, “I learned that
in order to do history, one must be objective
and be able to look at a puzzle of historical
events and put them together in order.”

Local history projects require students to
“tell their own stories” about familiar
people, events, and places. Memories from
an adults’ perspective provide a rich glimpse
of history that is not available in a textbook.
What evolves is the sense that world history
is also personal family history, which
provides a compelling context for student
understanding.

An elementary/middle school teacher
reports that * ..finding information about

Acquire empathy for the human topics that are of importance to our local

condition... history is invaluable. Students are excited
by the fact that our local history is archived
Hitlean. Grekann Jicd, ,:y ¢ Ko nationally. This gives their immediate
L 2993 10" hme bt it Hosm Sl cultural area importance in their eyes.

Losd Pline Bll 6 - wei oy
- Plonl
bt Elordh Yo ~ Tmadi poros s

R e bl G o s . Primary sources help students relate in a
s WA e i pne personal way to events of the past coming
waad . 8l #haid (Al i ST Grmai | away with a deeper understanding of histor
& A it A.,H#ﬁ ) y p g y

.- as a series of human events.
A high school teacher reported that, ““ In
sharing the Whitman hospital letters, |
clearly saw a sheen of tears in students’ eyes
and noted an avid interest in Civil War
soldiers as ‘people’ not simply as pallid
historical figures.
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Consider different points of view in
analysis...

Understand the continuum of history...

Tear " mgei-
Te belp pourself

7 Tmss Peaier 7. i prtlia
! = 1’17"'* B T
Balit & seoeals |II il

o |
stan Boou-learning u"-L .::;.uu.: s sat.
iad the werknsa's TE2l. |

Er starisd sul
1E & sl=ple saFw--

..--""-__'_ FI.-I-"- .
‘I"!l_r:"ill“__"_”,-‘.’ For o smyrt’ aloee

| EnSyea e ﬂhllf+1

In analyzing primary sources, students move
from concrete observations and facts to
making inferences about the materials.
“Points of view” is one of the most
important inferences that can be drawn.
What is the intent of the speaker, of the
photographer, of the musician? How does
that color one’s interpretation or
understanding of the evidence?

A high school teacher states that,
“Discovering that two people seeing the
same primary source differently creates a
kind of dissonance that opens up the
meaning of the source and creates new
understanding in learners”

It is difficult for students to understand that
we all participate in making history
everyday, that each of us in the course of our
lives leave behind primary source
documentation that scholars years hence
may examine as a record of “the past.” The
immediacy of first-person accounts of
events is compelling to most students.

“Comparisons of events of the past to events
our are students are engaged in daily helps
to bring “history”” to the present and make it
‘live” for our students.”
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Why Would | Use a Primary Source in
Teaching and Learning Activities?

For years, historians and educators across the curriculum have understood the
value of primary sources in K-12 education. Two key reasons for including

primary sources in the curriculum are:

| P

e N L

1. Primary sources expose students to
multiple perspectives on great issues of
the past and present. The human
experience, after all, deals with matters
that were furiously debated by the
participants. Interpretations of the past are
furiously debated as well, among
historians, policy makers, politicians, and
ordinary citizens. By working with
primary sources, students can become
involved in these debates.

2. Primary sources help students develop
knowledge, skills, and analytical abilities.
By dealing directly with primary sources,
students engage in asking questions,
thinking critically, making intelligent
inferences, and developing reasoned
explanations and interpretations of events
and issues in the past and present. Primary
sources also often provide a real-life
framework to apply skills learned in the
classroom. For example, using a chart
documenting production from a copper
mine in Bryson City, NC, students can
calculate information such as profits and
losses, and cycles of production.
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Activity Ideas to Enhance Curriculum

The following suggestions for student
activities can help you enhance your
curriculum using authentic artifacts,
photographs, audio clips, music, and
documents from the Library of Congress
and other sources.

Artifacts

Make a hypothesis about the use of an
unknown artifact pictured in an old
photograph. Use online and library
research to support or refute the
hypothesis. Make a presentation to the
class to “show and tell” the object,
hypothesis, search methods, and results.

Study an artifact and trace the
development of this invention over time
(examples: automobiles, tractors, trains,
airplanes, weapons). What can you find
about the technology, tools, and
materials available through time? Who
used the invention in the past? How is
the invention used today?
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Select a piece of fine art that appeals to
your senses. Research the artist, the date
of the piece, and the medium. What does
information about the artist; the medium,
the subject, and the composition tell you
about the prevailing attitudes and
conditions of the time period? (For
example, What symbolism is used? How
IS perspective used? In what roles are
people portrayed? What is left out of the
composition?)

Use resources to study fashion trends.
How has fashion changed over time?
How did clothing styles reflect people’s
work and their roles in society? What
clothing styles have carried over into
present times?

Photographs

Use an historic photograph or film of a
street scene. Give an oral description of
the sights, sounds, and smells that
surround the scene, presenting evidence
from the photograph itself and other
sources about the time period. Examine
the image to find clues about the
economics and commerce of the time.

Select a historical photograph or film
frame. Predict what will happen one
minute and one hour after the
photograph or film was taken. Explain
the reasoning behind your predictions

To encourage focus on detail, show a
photograph or film frame to the
classroom for three minutes and then
remove it. Have students draw the
contents of the image on a piece of paper
divided into a grid of nine sections.
Repeat this exercise with new images
and watch students’ ability to recall
detail improve
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Audio

Research your family history by interviewing relatives. Use letters, audio recordings, and
videotape to compile a report on an important time for your family. Make note of
differing recollections about the same event.

Work in teams to record interviews of older citizens in the community. Focus on and
compile interviews on one aspect of community life such as work, family, or schools.
Combine class reports with historical images and documents to produce a documentary
on the history of your community.

Introduce an audio recording of a
famous political speech. Ask students
to think about and write down
impressions while they listen to the
speech. What is the speaker’s key
message? What is the speaker’s point
of view? How does the speaker’s
oratory style affect the impact of the
message? If the text of the speech is
available, have students compare
impressions from hearing the speech
to impressions from reading the
speech.

Have students listen to audio
recordings from old radio broadcasts.
Compare the language, style of
speaking, and content to radio and
television programs of today. How
does the content of the older radio
broadcast exemplify the events and prevailing attitudes of the time? How does modern
radio and television programming exemplify events and attitudes of the present time?
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Music

Research and study lyrics of popular songs from the periods of World War 11, the Korean
War, and the Vietnam War. What do the lyrics tell you about public attitudes toward the
war? Interview veterans of these wars about their : :
perception of the accuracy of the information in the
lyrics.

Have students search for events that have inspired
lyrics in current popular music. Have students
compare present day events and music to lyrics from
the past inspired by historical events. What are the
similarities and differences between present day and
historical songs and the events that inspired them?

Documents

Study historical maps of a city, state, or region to find evidence of changes in population,
industry, and settlement over time. Use other resources to find and report on causes for
the changes you find. Use maps to illustrate your descriptions of these changes.

Choose a famous, historical, public building in your area. Research blueprints or
architectural drawings of the building. With help from an architect or librarian, compare
the plans to the building as it exists
today. What changes do you see? Why
do you think the changes occurred?

Suggestions for using primary sources
were compiled from the National
Digital Library’s Educators’ Forum held
in July, 1995 and from the Library staff.
Educators at the Forum, like many
throughout the country, know that
history comes alive for students who are
plugged into primary sources. These
suggestions for student activities can
help you enhance your curriculum using authentic artifacts, documents, photographs, and
manuscripts from the Library of Congress and other sources.
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