Group 1:  Wannsee Conference
1. What was the purpose of the Wannsee Conference?

2. What was meant by the “Final Solution?”

3. Who was in charge of the conference?  Who else was present?

4. When and where did it take place?

5. Approximately how many Jews would be involved in the “Final Solution?”

6. What action steps were discussed regarding locating Jews across Europe and “relocating” them to ghettos, labor camps and concentration camps?

7. Why do you think Heydrich used coded words for the extermination of Jews in this document?

8. Read the second to last paragraph.  What do you think was meant by “certain preparatory activities for the final solution should be carried out immediately?”  Why do you think that it was mentioned that alarming the “general populace” ought to be avoided?

9. What does your topic illustrate about the human potential for good or evil?

Group 2:  U.S. Response to the Holocaust

1. How did the U.S. initially respond to the Holocaust?  Why did they initially respond the way they did?

2. When did the U.S. first learn of reports of genocide?
3. Did anything come about from the meeting of U.S. and British representatives held in Bermuda in 1943?

4. In what year did the U.S. finally take action to aid Jewish refugees?  What agency was created by FDR to aid Jews?  Was it created too late?

5. What actions were taken by the U.S. military to prevent further killings at camps such as the one at Asuchwitz-Birkenau?  

6. What reason was given by the U.S. military for not bombing the gas chambers or rail lines leading to the camp?  In your group’s opinion, is it a valid reason?

7. What does your topic illustrate about the human potential for good or evil?

Group 3:  Liberation of Camps

1. What camps were liberated by the Soviets?  In what year(s) did these liberations occur?  

2. What evidence of mass murder was found at the camps liberated by the Soviets?

3. What camps were liberated by American forces?  In what year did these liberations occur?

4. What evidence of mass murder was found at the camps liberated by the Americans?

5. What does your topic illustrate about the human potential for good or evil?

Group 4:  Nuremberg Trials

1. What was stated in the Moscow Declaration?  In what year did this occur?  Who signed the document?

2. What was the International Military Tribunal?  Where was it held?

3. When did the Nuremberg Trials begin and end?

4. What countries contributed to running the trials at Nuremberg?

5. Why weren’t Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler (head of the German SS and overseer of the “final solution”) and Joseph Goebbels (head of German Propaganda Department) tried at Nuremberg?

6. How many defendants were selected for the Nuremberg Trials?  How many actually appeared in court?
7. What charges were the defendants confronted with?

8. In addition to individuals, what NAZI organizations were indicted for criminal activity?

9. What outcomes were delivered by the judges?
10. What does your topic illustrate about the human potential for good or evil?

Group 5:  German Jewish Refugees

1. At what point did the Nazis begin restricting Jewish emigration?  How did they prevent Jews from emigrating? 

2. In 1933, the year Hitler becomes Chancellor and one year before he assumes full control of the German government, how many Jews were living in Germany?  

3. To where did most German Jews emigrate during the mid-1930s?  

4. What events in 1938 caused an increase in German and Austrian Jewish emigration?
5. What action was taken by FDR in July of 1938?  What was the result of this conference?

6. To where did most Jews emigrate during 1938-1939?

7. At what point was Jewish emigration forbidden by the Nazis?  What would become of the remaining Jews in Germany after this point?

8. What does your topic illustrate about the human potential for good or evil?

Group 6: Nazi Human Experimentation

1. What types of experiments were conducted on concentration camp inmates?  

2. Why were these experiments carried out?

3. In addition to death, what types of suffering did prisoners endure as a result of the experiments?

4. What became of the doctors who performed the experiments?

5. Pick three of the experiments you find the most compelling.  Describe them in detail on your poster.

6. What does your topic illustrate about the human potential for good or evil?
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Pictures for Liberation of Camps
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Pictures for Nuremberg Trials
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Pictures for German Jewish Refugees
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Karl Brandt, Hitler's personal physician and Major 
General Reich Commissioner for Health and Sanitation, 
was one of 15 defendants found guilty of war crimes at 
the "Doctors Trial." He was later executed.
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Nazi doctors sliced open the leg of Ravensbruck 
survivor Jadwiga Dzido (shown here) and deliberately
infected the wound with bacteria, dirt, and glass 
slivers to simulate a battlefield injury. They then treated 
the wound with sulfanilamide drugs.
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Six weeks after Americans liberated Buchenwald in April 1945, 
a guide shows an American soldier human organs the Nazis 
removed from prisoners.
