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	June-August 1944
	Breakout from Normandy
	In the wake of the successful D-Day invasion of Normandy, Allied troops continued to pour into France.  Allied American and British troops managed to successfully outflank the retreating Germans.  This resulted in the capturing of 50,000 German troops and thus cleared the way to the liberation of Paris.
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	 August 25, 1944
	Liberation of Paris
	The Allies continued their progress toward the French capital of Paris.  Between the advancing troops from the D-Day invasion and Allied troops that had by now landed in southern France, the Germans were forced to retreat out of France in attempt to set up a strong defense of their homeland. Hitler had ordered the Nazi general in charge in France to burn Paris to the ground, but the general ignored the orders.  Instead, he put up a very weak resistance to the Allied troops and then surrendered his forces.  Paris was now free after being in German control for the past four years.
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	October-December 1944
	Allied Offensive in the Saar Valley
	Under the charge of General George S. Patton, American troops launched an offensive with the goal of penetrating into southern Germany.  This was done in part of larger strategic plans to drive the Germans back toward Berlin.  The offensive was successful and for the first time U.S. troops found themselves on German soil.
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	February-April 1945
	Fighting for control of the Rhine River
	The Rhine River needed to be crossed in order for Allied troops to penetrate deep into Germany.  The Germans were well aware that successfully defending the river served as the last great hope to win the war or at least avoid the full invasion of their country.  To cross the Rhine, the allies need to build bridges.  The Germans relentlessly attempted to destroy all bridges crossing the Rhine by use of aerial bombings, rockets and even scuba divers.  Their efforts proved futile and by early March, 1945 Allied troops began crossing the Rhine.
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	April 15, 1945
	Eisenhower’s Order to Halt at the Elbe River
	At this point, American and British troops were making easy progress advancing across Germany on the way to Berlin, the German capital.  However, General Eisenhower made the decision to leave Berlin to the Soviets to capture and he instead commanded Allied troops to focus on securing other parts of Germany.  This was of great disappointment to American and British forces who had for so long been under the impression that they would get the glory of handing Germany its final defeat and capturing Hitler.  To this day, this decision is still of great controversy.
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