Sociology lecture notes -- 1-3

· Theoretical perspective: a set of assumptions accepted as true

· Functionalism: all parts of society contribute to make a better "whole."  Parts of a society are interrelated and return to homeostasis after upheaval (industrial revolution.)  

· Manifest functions: intended effects.

· Latent functions: unintended effects.

· Believe that Americans have a consensus on values (democracy etc.)

· Conflict Perspective:

· conflict, competition, change and constraint

· groups compete for power; most powerful keep the less powerful down

· change occurs through struggle

· Symbolic Interactionism: theoretical perspective that focuses on interaction among people--interaction based upon mutually understood symbols

· Symbol: something chosen to represent something else

· We learn the meaning of a symbol from the way we see others reacting to it

· Once we learn meanings, we base our behavior on them

· We may predict how people may react to our symbolic behavior (type of dress)

