Sociology Lecture Notes -- 1-2

· August Comte's main goal: improvement of society

· First used term "sociology" to describe the study of society

· Coined the term “positivism”

· Studied social stability (social statics) and order and the study of social change (social dynamics)
· Harriet Martineau: 

· translated Comte's book

· was pioneering feminist theorist--made connection between slavery and feminism—viewed both as being dependent on men

· inspired future women involved in the suffrage movement

· Herbert Spencer

· Society is like a body--parts working together to promote well being and survival

· Social Darwinism: natural social selection would ensure survival of fittest in society

· Karl Marx

· Bourgeoisie: capitalists

· Proletariat: workers

· Class conflict

· Bourgeoisie naturally exploits workers; workers will rise up and overthrow Bourgeoisie

· Society will eventually move to being classless (communism)

· Planned revolution could speed up change (ex: Russian Revolution)

· Emile Durkheim

· Society exists because of a broad consensus: 

· Agricultural societies: mechanical solidarity: widespread consensus, strong pressure for conformity

· Industrial societies: organic solidarity: people need specialized workers (bankers, doctors etc.) rather than being self-sufficient

· introduced research techniques (use of statistics)
· suicide result of individual and group pressures

· Max Weber

· Human beings act on the basis of their own understanding of a situation: you must put yourself in someone's shoes (verstehen)
· Rationalization: use of reason instead of agricultural societies' superstition and tradition

· Jane Addams

· Focused on imbalance of power among social classes

· Invited sociologists to Hull House (Chicago) to witness exploitation of working class

· Influenced other leaders in the suffrage movement in the U.S. (19th Amendment)

· W.E.B. Dubois

· strove for African-American equality

· called for African-Americans to pursue a liberal arts education

· founding member of the NAACP

