Chapter 10, Section 4

I.  Anti-Imperialists Arguments

Moral and Political Arguments

A.  Rejected the American ideal of “liberty for all.”
B.  The Constitution must follow the flag…anti-imperialists argued that native peoples in the newly acquired U.S. territories should be extended U.S. citizenship and be subject to U.S. laws (labor leaders like Samuel Gompers felt threatened that work could be outsourced to the new territories and thus take away jobs from Americans)
C.  Imperialism was a threat to the nation’s democratic values.  Acquiring new territories meant increasing the size of the military.  Since the Revolutionary War, Americans had been weary of the idea of a large standing army.  The U.S. was not meant to be a militaristic nation.
Racial Arguments

A.  Anti-imperialists saw racism and Social Darwinism at work in imperialism.  They felt imperialists were operating under the assumption that Americans (Caucasians) were a superior race to those natives in the newly acquired territories.  
B.  Anti-imperialists were afraid that as a result of imperialism there would be in an increase in immigration to the U.S.   The fear was that natives of the newly acquired territories would eventually find their way into the U.S. 
Thus, on the issue of race anti-imperialists were talking out of both sides of their mouths (being hypocritical).  On the one hand, they argued that the U.S. was acting in a superior way to people of “lesser” races.  On the other hand, anti-imperialists didn’t want these people living in the U.S.

Economic Arguments

A.  Anti-imperialists argued that expansion was to costly and would require an increase in taxation in order to maintain the required size of the military.
B.  Labor leaders like Samuel Gompers were worried that the potential increase in immigration would lead to increased competition for jobs w/ Americans.
C.  Industrialists argued that goods produced cheaply in annexed territories could be imported to the U.S. w/out having to pay customs duties and thus harm U.S. businesses.
II.  Imperialism’s Appeal

A.  How did imperialism’s appeal go beyond what many saw as its practical advantages (access to foreign markets, strategic military reasons)?

Expansion offered a new frontier for Americans to explore and thus preserve our “pioneer spirit.”

B.  What was the Great White Fleet?  What was its significance?

President Roosevelt sent a group of American naval warships to sail around the globe as a demonstration of American naval power.  He wanted other nations to take notice that the U.S. would be a forced to be reckoned w/ in the competition for expansion.
III.  Imperialism Viewed from Abroad

A.  How do you think natives to lands where the U.S. expanded felt about the presence of the U.S.?

More often than not, particularly in Latin America, people felt resentment and hostility to the presence of the U.S.  However, there are instances where U.S. support was requested and welcomed.
IV.  “The White Man’s Burden”—Rudyard Kipling

Born in British India in 1865, Rudyard Kipling was educated in England before returning to India in 1882, where his father was a museum director and authority on Indian arts and crafts. Thus Kipling was thoroughly immersed in Indian culture: by 1890 he had published in English about 80 stories and ballads previously unknown outside India. As a result of financial misfortune, from 1892-96 he and his wife, the daughter of an American publisher, lived in Vermont, where he wrote the two Jungle Books. After returning to England, he published "The White Man's Burden" in 1899, an appeal to the United States to assume the task of developing the Philippines, recently won in the Spanish-American War. As a writer, Kipling perhaps lived too long: by the time of his death in 1936, he had come to be reviled as the poet of British imperialism, though being regarded as a beloved children's book author.  Below is an excerpt from “The White Man’s Burden.”

Take up the White Man's burden--
Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild--
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden--
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain
To seek another's profit,
And work another's gain…

Take up the White Man's burden--
No tawdry rule of kings,
But toil of serf and sweeper--
The tale of common things.
The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,
Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.

What is the central message of Kipling’s poem?  If you were a citizen of a colonized territory, how would you respond to Kipling?

Kipling is arguing that it is the duty of the Caucasian race to practice imperialism and “civilize” those people who are “half devil and half child.”  Most natives would probably say that they do not need or welcome the presence of an imperial power and that life was wonderful before Europeans (or Americans) came.
