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	China was in political and economic disarray as the end of the 19th century approached. The giant was not recognized as a sovereign nation by the United States and Europe who were busy elbowing one another for trading privileges and plotting how the country could be partitioned. The imperial nations sought influence and control in China. 

The United States took Far Eastern matters more seriously after the Spanish-American War, when they came into possession of the Philippines. In the fall of 1898, President McKinley stated his desire for the creation of an "open door" that would allow all trading nations access to the Chinese market.

The Open Door policy sought equal trading rights for all nations in all parts of China and for recognition of Chinese territorial integrity (meaning that the country should not be carved up). The impact of such a policy would be to put all of the imperial nations on an equal footing and minimize the power of those nations already operating in China. 

No nation formally agreed to Open Door policy. After the United States announced that agreement had been reached, Russia and Japan voiced displeasure. 

On the surface, it appeared that the United States had advanced a reform viewpoint, but the truth was otherwise. The U.S. had no sphere of influence in China, but had long maintained an active trade there. If other nations were to partition China, the United States would likely be excluded from future commercial activities. In short, the US was simply trying to protect the prospects of American businessmen and investors. 
	


