Lecture Notes – 9-3, 9-4

9-3

· Prejudice: widely held negative attitudes toward a group (minority or majority) and its individual members.  What are examples of this is society?

· Racism: extreme form of prejudice that assumes superiority of one group over others.

· Discrimination: treating people differently based on ethnicity, race, religion or culture.

· Hate Crime: criminal act motivated by extreme prejudice.

*     Stereotypes: a distorted, exaggerated or oversimplified image applied to a   category of people.  This is a more specific example of prejudice.  What is your opinion of Native American sports team names?

· Functionalism: racism/discrimination can foster sense of superiority and a strengthened self-concept.

· Conflict Perspective: Majority used discrimination to control minority and resources.  Conflict between minorities can often happen.

· Symbolic Interactionism:

· Two stages of learning prejudice:

· Pregeneralized learning period: children overhear parents make racist statements.

· Total rejection stage: children use physical clues to sort people into groups.

· Language can create negative image: i.e.: blacklist etc.

· Self-fulfilling prophecy: minority communities may accept negative stereotypes of them.

9-4

· Institutionalized discrimination: unfair practices that grow out of common behavior and attitudes and that are a part of the structure of a society.

· Seniority systems may discriminate

· Employment, college

