
Mr. Korczyk


English 10

Welcome to English 10!  This course is designed to offer a wide variety of literary concepts.  The course will include ideas, projects and work relating to English such as reading, writing and grammar!  We will be having daily writing exercises as well as frequent reading and vocabulary work.  

OBJECTIVES:

· Students will increase understanding of grammar.

· Students will increase understanding of writing strategies.

· Students will increase understanding of reading and reading comprehension strategies.

· Students will become familiar with novel reading.

· Students will become familiar with research and the research process.

· Students will become familiar with literary terms pertaining to English.

BEGINNING CLASS

When you enter class please do so in an orderly fashion.  Proceed to the bins located in the front of the classroom and retrieve your journal notebook.  Please take your seat and begin journal or bell work.  When you have completed this please sit quietly.  I will take attendance during this time.

TARDY

Since it is a disturbance when students enter class late, please make every effort to be on time.  The door will be closed as soon as the bell rings.  Once the bell rings, class has started; therefore, the bell work will be in progress.  If you arrive late and the door is closed, wait patiently for it to be opened for you.   Each time you are late you will miss the bell work, resulting in loss of points for the day.  Being on time is important since you can earn points through bell work. Please consult the student handbook on the tardy policy.

CLASS DISMISSAL

The bell does not dismiss the class.  The teacher will dismiss the class when all instruction is completed.  Students should refrain from packing early due to the fact that all students will need an exit pass to be dismissed.  Exit passes are written responses to prompts given by the teacher.  The exit passes are to be left on the table at the front of the room.

COMING TO ATTENTION

This class will involve group work from time to time. To keep the classroom orderly, you will need to be aware of a phrase that will be used to gain attention.  The phrase will be "I need your attention please".  When you hear this address, you must:

· STOP whatever it is you are doing

· LOOK at the teacher

· LISTEN to what is being said

· FOLLOW directions

MATERIALS

Make sure to bring all materials needed on a daily basis.  Including:

· Text book

· Writing utensils

· Homework (if assigned)

DAILY ASSIGNMENTS AND HOMEWORK

Students will be expected to complete daily assignments, which will include a grammar activity at the beginning of class (see BEGINNING CLASS) as well as at the end of class (see CLASS DISMISSAL).  Students will also be expected to complete any other in-class assignments.  Homework will be given daily (unless otherwise noted).  Daily homework will usually include a reading assignment.  You can expect approximately 20-30 minutes of homework each night.  

WHEN YOU ARE ABSENT

If you have an excused absence, you will be able to make up missed work ONLY IF EXCUSED.  Any students with an unexcused absence will not be able to make up any work assigned for that day.  Students with excused absences will be able to find assigned work in the notebook marked with their corresponding block.  The notebooks are located on the table, in the bins, at the rear of the room.  Please consult the notebook before asking the teacher what you missed.  Any handouts that were given the day you missed will also be in the same bin (check for the date at the top of the handouts).

WORKING COOPERATIVELY

We will be doing group and/or pair activities this year.  The quality and amount of group work will depend on your behavior as well as your production.  When group work is in progress remember:

· stay on task

· talk only to your group members (unless otherwise instructed)

· keep a learning friendly environment by staying as quiet as possible 

· contribute as much as needed

· group work depends on YOU!

HEADING PAPERS

In the upper right corner of your paper you need to write:

· Name (first and last)

· Block #

· Date

· Assignment Name (what the assignment is)

SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS

It is important that the class IMMEDIATELY come to attention when an announcement is being made over the intercom.  These announcements may be important to you or your classmates.  I will also need to hear these announcements, they too will be important to me.  Any violation of this will result in appropriate consequences.

HALL AND BATHROOM PASSES

Passes will be given at teacher discretion.  If the request comes at a reasonable time, it will often be granted.  Any abuse of the pass will result in fewer or no passes given.  

SLEEPING IN CLASS

Do not sleep in my class.  If you are too tired to stay awake please go home before arriving to class.  Sleeping will not be tolerated.  If you fall asleep in class, please expect to stand for the remainder of the class period.  

FOOD AND DRINK IN CLASS

I will allow only water in the classroom as long as it is capped!  Food is NOT allowed…food needs to be consumed during lunch, not during class.  

EXTRA-CREDIT

I will have opportunities for extra credit work throughout the year.  Extra credit will be available only when assigned and not on a student request basis.  

RESPECT 

I absolutely demand respect in my classroom.  One specific aspect is talking in class.  We will have plenty of opportunity to communicate with each other in class.  When I am addressing you or if any of your classmates are contributing you MUST NOT TALK!  Talking while others are speaking is extremely rude and inconsiderate.  With that said, you can be assured that when it is your turn to contribute you will not be rudely interrupted or distracted by ‘side conversations’.  Another issue I am sensitive to is put-downs.  This will not be tolerated in my room. You cannot be expected to contribute to discussion if you are afraid of being put down.  This is why it is extremely important to create a comfortable, safe learning environment in which you and your classmates feel safe contributing. This is your responsibility and should be taken seriously.  Please be respectful and supportive of others.  

GRADES 

Grading scale is as follows:

100-94 = A

93-90 = A-

89-87 = B+

86-84 = B

83-80 = B-

79-77 = C+

76-74 = C

73-70 = C-

69-67 = D+

66-64 = D

63-60 = D-

59 and below = not passing

· Grades will be based on cumulative point totals for each Trimester.  Test, quizzes, assignments, projects, participation and homework are factored into your grade.

· You will receive 75% of your total grade from tests, quizzes, assignments, projects and the final exam.  Homework and participation will count as 25% of your final grade.  Combining these together will result in 100% of your final grade!

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

I will expect you to be courteous, respectful and supportive throughout the year.  You are a young adult and should therefore act as a young adult if you wish to be treated that way.  You should act as a functioning member of society.  I will not tolerate behavior that is unacceptable according to the student handbook as well as behavior that is not conducive to student success in my classroom.  

