How to write a bill

1. Think of an idea that will help the national government run more effectively.

· What bothers you the most about the government that you want changed?

· What ideas are most important to you?

2. The basic elements of a bill are

· the Title: make it clear but broad enough to include entire scope of bill.

· the Enacting Clause: After the title, the bill must state: “The people of the United States enact:”

· Body of bill: (split into sections)

· explain who the bill applies to

· define key terms

· explain unclear ideas

· tell when bill will take effect

· Good bills will:












· Deal with only one subject

· Express that subject accurately

· Deal with a federal (national) matter

· Conform to the U.S. Constitution

· Use understandable language

· Should be easily applied

