Civil War Literature – Course Overview
Welcome to Civil War Literature! I hope that this will be a rewarding experience for everyone.  

Mission:  It is my mission in this course to give all students a chance to experience the literature of the Civil War era and to examine how this was a unique historical and literary period. 

Objectives: (Michigan State Benchmarks)

1.1
 understand and practice writing

1.2
use writing , speaking, and visual expression for personal understanding and growth
1.3
Communicate in speech, writing, and multimedia using content, form voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose. 

1.4
use research skills 

1.5
produce a variety of works

2.1
develop critical reading and viewing strategies

2.3
develop as a reader (read independently)

3.2
read and respond to classic fiction, nonfiction, and expository texts

Throughout this course students will have a variety of experiences including: 

· Reading and analyzing primary source documents (looking at rhetorical and literary devices used by authors)

· Read and analyze one classroom novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  by Mark Twain (looking at rhetorical and literary devices used by authors)

· Read biography of Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Live of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave – they will then analyze literary and rhetorical devices 
· Students will read short stories, plays and poems

· Students are expected to take notes daily; notebooks may be collected and graded at the discretion of the instructor.  

· Students will examine all texts to determine perspective (North, South, male, female, Slave or Free Person

· Students will read an outside of class novel (Historical fiction) which is set in the Civil War era.  

· Creating daily journal assignments (as assigned by instructor) 

Rules and Regulations:  
· All school rules and regulations will be enforced in this classroom.  

· It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the student handbook and its code of conduct.  

· Students will be respectful to the rights of others so that all students can learn.

· This is an elective class, meaning students are not required to take this class; so we all assume that everyone chooses to be here and, therefore, will have an appropriate respectful attitude towards learning and respecting the rights of others to do so.  

· All students will come to class prepared with all materials. (journal, binder, paper, pen, pencil, text)
· Students are expected to have all absences excused.  The school handbook states that a student has until 10AM the next day to have a previous day’s absence excused.  Make sure you and your parents understand this policy.  

· As your teacher I will guarantee that you have the number of absent days to make up work from an excused absence.  If you were here only part of the day an assignment was due (and did not turn it in) or if you have an unexcused absence, you will not receive credit for the assignment. 

Grading: 

· Grading will be based on a point system.  Points will be given for each assignment, test, quiz, project and final exam.  All points will be added together.  Students final grade will be determined by their overall percentage. 
· Grades will follow the standard format of: 

· 94%-100%=A

· 90%-93%  =A-

· 87%-89%  =B+

· 84%-86%  =B 

· 80%-83%  =B-

· 77%-79%  =C+

· 74%-76%  =C

· 70%-73%  =C-

· 67%-69%  =D+

· 64%-66%  =D

· 60%-63%  =D-

· 59% and below=E

