Scientific Method in the Real World


Name__________________________  Block ___

The scientific method is not just for scientists.  It is used by anyone who wants to figure out the answer to a problem, in a logical way.  It is used by doctors, mechanics, homeowners, electricians, and anyone else who ever needs to solve a problem or answer a question.
1) 
List the steps of the scientific method in the left column below: (you might not use all the spaces, depending on whether any phrases repeat)


Scientific Method Steps


Examples from fish farm story    
·  Problem



Baby fish are dying
2) 
A fish farm operator might notice that baby fish are not surviving to adulthood.  She first thinks that this is because the water is too warm.  She tests two groups of fish in both warm and cool water, and both groups still have high death rates. 

 She then thinks that it might be because there is not enough oxygen in the water.  She tests two groups of fish, one of which receives more oxygen than the other.  The higher-oxygen group has many more fish survive.  She decides that lack of oxygen was the cause of fish deaths.
Identify the examples, from the story above, that match the steps of the scientific method.  List them in the right column above.
3) 
Come up with a story involving a real-life occupation or situation, which shows someone using the scientific method to solve a problem.  Write out an outline, step by step, and then write a few paragraphs which tell the story in more detail.  Credit will be given for originality, proper use of scientific terms and logic, and correct grammar and spelling.  


You may need to read one of the stories to the class, so read it out loud when you are done, to make sure that words are legible and that nothing is missing.
